GREGOR MENDEL — AS A PERSON
AND AS A DISCOVERER

VITEZSLAV OREL,

Gregor Mendel Genetic Department in the Moravian Museum, Brno

GREGOR MENDEL (1884):

Even though T have had to go through a number of bitter
times in my life, I must thankfully own, that the nice and
good times have predominated. My cxperimental work
brought me a great deal of satisfaction and I am convinced
that it will not be long before the whole world will acknow-
ledge it.

In February and March 1865 Gregor Mendel
made public the results of his experiments in Brno.
At that time nobody unterstood the genius of the
modest member of the Augustinian Monastery in
Brno and when he was buried in 1884 nobody even
remembered his scientific activity. This year the cen-
tenary of the publications of Mendel’s discoveries
is celebrated in all cultural countries of the world.
Mendel is remembered as the discoverer of the
principles of heredity, which is of the same import-
ance for biology as the Newton principle of gravita-
tion for physics.

Mendel’s work was neglected 100 years ago, but
in the 20™ century, genetics, the science which de-
veloped from it, has penetrated into all branches of
biology, has become the “Core Science of Biology”
and is leading to lthe explanation of the greatest
mystery of life — its substance, origin and evolution.

In August 1965 the Czechoslovak Academy of
Sciences 1s organising a Mendel Memorial Sympo-
sium in Brno and the Gregor Mendel Genetic De-
partment of the Moravian Museum will open the
newly erected Gregor Mendel Memorial Hall in the
building of the former Augustinian Monastery,
where Mendel lived and carried out his ex-
periments.

The development of biology in the last 100 years,
especially during the “explosion” era of biological
discoveries after the Second World War, fully con-
firms the validity of Mendel’s principles. A dis-
covery of such great significance appears only very
seldom in the development of science, and that
is why the biologists and at the present time also
physicists and chemists pose themselves questions
as to what lead Mendel to his discovery and under
what conditions he grew up and worked. It is dif-
ficult to imagine that these questions will ever be
fully answered. On the basis of the study of Men-
del’s work we can come to the conclusion that some
extraordinally inventive idea was born in his brain
which threw light on the greatest mystery of life —
on heredity.

The creative growth of Mendel’s genius was un-
doubtedly influenced by the family atmosphere
where Mendel grew up and the atmosphere of
the Monastery in Brno where he could fully develop
his creative and experimental ability and slowly
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Portrait of Mendel from the time he carried out his experi-
ments (known as the professor portrait).

realise his extensive programme of experimental re-
search work and analyse the results of each ex-
periment in peace and quiet.

Gregor Johan Mendel was born on July 22,
1822, at a small village Hynéice in the north Mo-
ravia, the former Austrian Silesia. His father being
a small peasant-farmer, had to work hard 3 days
a week for the nobility in the era of serfdom. Even
under these hard conditions he was able to build up
a prosperious small farm. The farm buildings were
surrounded by a large garden, where Mendel’s
father kept the most fertile kinds of fruit trees. He
was surely very hard-working and painstaking and.
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