In memoriam

PROFESSOR MUDr. et RNDr. J. A. VALSTK, DrSe.

Professor MUDr. et RNDr. J. A. Valsik, DrSc. one of the mos outstanding represen-
tatives of the Czechoslovak anthropology, for many years Professor of the Faculty of Na-
tural Sciences-of .the Komensky) University (FNS KU), founder of the Chair of Anthropology
of the FNS KU and of the Anthropological Society of the Slovak Academy of Sciences,
former Dean and Vice-dean of the FNS KU. Head of the Chair of Anthropology and Director
of the Institute for Experimental Biology of the FNS KU, Chairman and Honorary Mem-
ber of the Anthropological Society of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, Deputy Chairman
of the Comittee of the Slovak Society for Medical Genetics of the Slovak Medical Society,
Honorary Member of the Czechosloval Anthropological Society of the Czechoslovak Aca-
demy of Sciences, of the Czechoslovak Biological Society, of the J. E. Purkyné Society of
the Czechoslovak Physicians, honorary member of warious scientific societies abroad, mem-
ber of the editorial boards of several international scientific periodicals, awarded the Cze-
chosloval: Military \Ie(IaI ef Merit of 2nd Degree and several memorial medals and the
Order of Work, died on February 10, 1977, at the age o[ 73 years.

Professor Valsik graduated from the Medical Faculty of the Charles Unwerszty and
recetved his. M.D. (MUDr. degree in 1927). After completing his medical ‘studies he asked
[or enrolment in the Prague Faculty of Natural Sciences. In 1932 he graduated from thlS
faculty and took his D.Sc. (RNDr.) degree.

In the thirties he was active as a pediatrician in Prague and later in Brno. His scientific
and research activities started in this period. In 1953 he was invited as a lecturer to the
Faculty of Naturel Sciences of the Komensky University in Bratislava. Here he reached
-the summit of his scientific, research and teaching carcer. It took him hard sork and greatl
perseverance Lo [ound the Chair of Anthropology and Genetics at-the Bratislava Faculty
of Natural Sciences and he became head of the newly founded chair. Thanks to the excel-
lenit scientific achievements of its staf[ the Chair won credit at home and also abroad. Pro-
[essor Valsik’s scientific and research activities were [ocused on various aspects of healthy
development of the young generation, mainly on the aspects of maturing. In thls field he
made a series of discoveries concerning the factors influencing the beginning of sezual ma-
turity in girls and the eruption of permanent dentition. He tackled the problems of sexual
maturity also in his thesis for which he obtained the degree of the Doctor of Biological
Stences (DrSe.) in 1967. Professor \ulsth, howevu, did not limit his work on this problom
the sphere of his interest was much wider. His [irst studies dealing with der matoglyphy are
quoted in all the basic works and textbooks on dermatoglyphics — take e.g. Valsik’s papillary
number [or the evaluation of the palmar lines. He made also a scries o[ other methodo-

logical and [actual discoveries in dermatogly phics. He studied also human racial problems

and in 1964 he was delegated to the Human Races Commiltee of the U.N.IE.S.C.0. dealing
with biological aspects of human race.

Professor Valsik was not only an excellent scholar, he was also a brilliant organizer
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and he used this talent to the be:wfit‘oi the entire anthropological community. Together
with Professor Suk he founded the Brno Anthropological Society, the forerunner of the pre-
sent Czechoslovak Anthropological Society. He did his best to create the necessary publish-
ing basis for the anthropologists. He founded, and at the beginning also edited, the “Zpr-
vy antropologické spolecnosti” (Reports of the Anthropological Society) in Brno. In Brag-
slava he founded the “Acta Facultatis Rerum Naturalium Universitatis Comenianae”, whoge
anthropological series was the most successful one.

Professor Valsik deserved well of the development of anthropology. He has educated
a large number of scientists and lecturers active in our research institutes and universities
and continuing in his efforts. His huge scientific legacy. comprises some 380 publications,

His art of teaching and his extensive scientific swork will not vanish after his de-

parture — they will continue living in the present and [uture generations.

J. BREZANYOVA



