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This paper is a brief summary of the main re-
sults of the demographical and settlement-geogra-
phical research into the tribe of Rembrrangas carried
out by the author in 1969, and forming part of a com-
plex research of the Rembrrangas realized by the
seientific expedition of the Moravian Museum. The
main purpose of our research was to study tho-
roughly the demographical and settlement-geogra-
phical characteristics of the tribe, and in co-opera-
tion with other scientific branches to obtain a clear
picture of the life of the Rembrrangas at presence
and also- in the past. The basic task was to provide
complex and reliable statistics of the Rembrranga
tribesmen, to correct the results of the earlier cen-
suses realized by Australian government agencies.

It is estimated that at the time of the arrival
of the first European settlers to Australia in 1788
there were some 250,000—300,000 Aborigines. Most
authors accept these figures, which, naturally, can-
not be checked. The Aborigines lived in some 500
tribes — as most authors agree (Bernt, Elkin
and others), only some of them consider this fi-
gure too low (e.g. Tindale holds there were up
to 700 tribal territories in the period). The Austra-
lian Aborigines have very well adapted themselves
to the adverse environment and their way of life
of hunters-collectors, continuously on the move in
small groups. enabled them to survive. Most Euro-
pean settlers had a rather sostile attitude towards
the Aborigines [rom the very beginning and haras-
sed them in various wayvs. The number of the Ab-

origines was rapidly dropping and some tribes have
completely perished (this happened to all Tasma-
nian tribes). They survived only in the most ad-
verse regions of the continent, with little chance of
sustenance and the infectious diseases brought in
by the Europeans took also heavy toll among the
Aborigines lacking natural resistance. In the 20th
century the most cruel ways of persecuting the Ab-
origines cseased, but by this time most of them
were surviving only in the barren and semi-arid
areas of the central and northern parts of the Con-
tinent. Later a series of reserves have been estab-
lished in these areas. Some of the Aborigines em-
ployved as cheap farmhands on the cattle stations,
often working for food. tobacco, and clothing only.
Better care was taken of the Aborigines in the mis-
sions of wvarious churches. Fundamental changes
occurred after World War II, thanks to the activities
of government agencies. New settlements were
founded, medical care and education were pro-
vided. Thanks to these measures the number of
Aborigines started climbing again. According to the
1966 census there were 45 thousand full-blooded
Aborigines and 76 thousand half-casts.

In the recent years the way of life of the Ab-
origines has been rapidly changing thanks to the
advancing europeanization. This process has been
speeded up after the year 1967, when the Abori-
gines obtained equal political and civil rights as
the white Australians. The process of europeaniza-
tion has affected also the Rembrranga tribe, practi-
cally all Rembrrangas abandoned the nomadic way
of life in favour of life in government settlements,
:attle stations and church missions.
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FIG. 1. Outline map of Arnhem Land. The names of settlements where demographical research on the Rembrranga tribe was carried ( ul
are underlined. Explanations: 1 — Stuart Highway, 2 — major roads (sealed and unsealed, all weather), 3 — tracks, 4 — yasl-
way, 5 — distances on roads (in km.), 6 — Aboriginal reserves.

1.1. Methods of Research

Our research, similarly as the other scientific-
research activities realized by the Expedition, can
be divided into three basic phases: 1. Preparatory
phase, i.e. work prior to starting fieldwork, 2. Re-
search proper in the terrain, 3. Processing of the
gathered material.

The preparatory phase comprised the study of
literature and gathering of all the available statis-
tical data and other materials concerning the Rem-
brranga tribe and the drawing up of a demogra-
phical questionnaire. For lack of time we were
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unable to study thoroughly the special literature
available in the libraries of the Australian scien-
tific institutions. The Demographical Dept. of the
Welfare Branch in Darwin provided us with the
resulls of the hitherto realized censuses of the Ab-
original population in the Northern Territory and
informed us also about the approximate location of
the Rembrrangas. We used these data for working
out the route for our field research. The demogra-
phic questionnaire was drawn up after consultations
with some of the specialists of the Welfare Branch
m Darwin, so that it comprised all the basic data
required for a later analysis of the population base



FIG. 2. Tribal map of Arnkem Land (according to N. B. Tindale, 1940). The territories of tribes with which Rembrrangas interbreed
given on the map by numbers. In brackets are Tindale’s transcriptions of tribal names (only where they differ from the current
more common transcriptions used by us). Explanations: I — fized tribal borders, 11 — approximate tribal borders, 111 — state
border. 1 — Rembrranga (Rembarunga), 2 — Burera (Barera), 3 — Djawun (Djauan), 4 — Djinba, 5 — Nalakan, 6 —
Ngalkbun, 7 — Ngandi (Nandi), 8§ — Nunggaboju (Nungubuju), 9 — Mangarei (Mangaraz)), 10 — Mara, 11 — Mzalli,
12 — Rittharingo (Ritaringo), 13 — Jangman (Yangman), 14 — Wandaran, 15 — Wogait.

and of the populationary processes. The question-
naire for men contained 20, and that for women,
20 questions (see Annexes No. 1 and 2). But as we
shall see further, the filling of the questionnaires
often met with considerable difficulties, and some
of the planned data could not have been found out
at all. Besides demographical studies our research
plan comprised also certain geographical studies,
namely the settlement conditions of the Rembrran-
gas, as well as environmental studies and the in-
fluence of the environment on the studied popu-
lation.

The second phase of our research activities,
1.e. the fieldwork was organized so as to enable con-
certed demographical and geographical research
alongside with the physical-anthropology research.
It was so not only due to practical reasons (the sub-
ject matter of the studies remained the same — the
Rembrranga tribesmen), but also due to the time
factor and last but not least also due to technical
reasons. In line with our time schedule the whole
research had to be completed within a short period
of three months (at the latest by the beginning of
the rain season, starting sometimes already in
October) and thus we decided to visit only settle-
ments in which the number of Rembrrangas ex-
ceeded ten.

During research a number of unexpected com-
plications arose. The whole research was realized on
voluntary basis and many Rembrrangas refused to
get subjected to examination. Referring to tribal
laws they refused to tell us the names and personal
data of the deceased persons and the men refused
to tell us the names of their sisters. It rather com-
plicated, and sometimes made it completely impos-
sible, to record a complete family anamnesis and
to establish data enabling us to characterize the
death-rate of the studied population. In spite of
these difficulties we managed to put together a ba-
sic list of Rembrrangas containing a larger number
of tribesmen than indicated by the Welfare Branch
in Darwin and by the Australian Institute of Ab-
original Studies in Canberra. According to our esti-
mates the list comprises 85—90 per cent of the
living Rembrrangas.

The difficulties and shortcomings we were
facing in the preparatory phase and in the phase
of the research proper made themselves felt also
in the third, or final phase: On evaluating the ga-
thered data and on processing the materials ob-
tained during our fieldwork we felt a shortage of
comparable data, namely of demographical data of
similar populations (e.g. of other tribes). The incom-
plete data of our demographical questionnaires did
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not permit us to make an analysis of the population
processes in the planned extent. But the most se-
rious shortcoming in our view is the fact that we
were unable to determine the death-rate and the
rate of natural increase of the studied population.
The fact that some Rembrrangas refused to subject
themselves to examinations and we failed to enter
mnto personal contact with them, has caused that our
list is incomplete. We had to drop our original in-
tention to express graphically the relationship in-
side the whole tribe — this scheme could have
formed part of the basic characteristics of the Rem-
brrangas. These shortcomings could be removed
only through a new research on the spot.

2. DEMOGRAPHY

2.1. The number of Rembrrangas and their
Territorial Dispersion.

The Rembrranga tribe belongs to the group of
north-Australian tribes of the eastern Arnhem
Land!). Their original tribal territory was situated
around the upper reaches of the Wilton River
(called Bulman by the Aborigines) and it reached
to the Upper Liverpool River. The size of the ori-
ginal tribal territory, as well as the number of the
Rembrrangas in the past (namely in the early pe-
riods if the European colonization), can be assessed
only approximately. M. J. Meggit (1967) con-
cludes that in the north-Australian coastal area an
Aborigine needed some 5 square miles (i.e. about
13 sq. km) for his sustenance, while in the desert
areas of central and western Australia he needed
about 35 square miles (about 90 square km).
A. A. Abbie (1968, p. 63) considers these esti-
mates too low, and holds that the territory could
secure subsistence for more people.

The coastal area was richer in food than the
arid inland areas, therefore the 6—7 sq. miles
(about 15—17 sq. km) per head figure was perhaps
correct for the Rembrrangas. If we base our esti-
mates on the present-day numbers of the Rem-
brrangas, which is about 250—300 persons (i.e. full-
blooded Rembrrangas at the time of our research),
and if we accept the presumption that there were
more Aborigines in the late 18th century, we can
put the number of Rembrrangas in the period at
400—500. Provided that one Aborigine needed an
area of 6—7 sq. miles for his subsistence, the total
size of the original Rembrrangas might vary bet-
ween 2,300—2,900 sq. miles (6,000—7.,500 sq. km).
N. B. Tindale (1940), however, designates an
even larger territory on his tribal map of Arnhem
Land (see Fig. 2). Our research shows that the tribal
boundaries were apparently not so strict, as was the
case in some regions where food supplies were scar-
cer, and so the Rembrrangas would seem to have
moved over an area much greater than their own
territory. They penetrated as far as the northern

) If swe swant to determine the Rembrranga tribal ter-
ritory more exactly, we can say that it is situated in the
southern part of central Arnhem Land.
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coast, to the mouth of the Liverpool River, or far
south to the territory of the Ngalkbun tribe, with
whom they were on friendly terms. The territory
within these approximate boundaries would then
measure about 7.700 sq.mi. (i.e. ¢. 20,000 sq. km).

The Rembrranga tribe is therefore of medium
size. Their numbers are very close to the average
estimated for Australian tribes by some Australian
anthropologists, geographers and ethnographers. But
A. P. Elkin, states that their numbers fluc-
tuated between 100 an 1.500 on average 500—600;
N. B. Tindale gives an average of 500, but considers
the figure rather high.

HISTORICAL REVIEW

Up to the end of the last century contact bet-
veen the Aborigines inhabiting the central and
eastern parts of Arnhem Land and Europeans was
more or less a chance affair. In most cases conflict
ensued, since the aborigines considered the white
man an intruder (F. H. Bauer, 1964, p. 139).
Only at the beginning of the twentieth century was
there any attempt to exploit the economic potencial
of this area, when in 1903 the “Eastern and Afri-
can Gold Storage Company™ was granted a licence
to graze cattle in the southern regions of the
eastern part of Arnhem Land to an extent of 19,250
sq.mi. (i.e. 30,000 sq.km). This attempt was. ho-
wever, a failure, since the Aborigines killed the
cattle and harrassed the white men in their stations,
the suppyling of which was also a great problem
(see Bauer, 1968, pp 157—158). In 1908 the
first mission centre — the Roper River Mission (at
today’s Ngukurr) was founded in the eastern part
of Arnhem Land. In the period before and espe-
cially after the First World War cattle breeding be-
gan to take root in Arnhem Land. New cattle sta-
tions were built, around which the Aborigines began
to settle. The first cattle station round which the
Rembrranga people began to settle appears to have
been the Mainoru station (founded after World
War 1), lying to the south of their tribal territory.
Some of the Aborigines, among them a number of
Rembrrangas, according to our resecarch, left in the
30s for the west (towards Maranboy and Katherine),
and some of them even worked as labourers in the
mines (Rembrrangas, e.g., in the Maranboy tin mi-
ne.) Most of the Aborigines, however, including the
Rembrrangas, continued their old way of life in the
bush.

But the greatest jolt to the lives of the Rem-
brranga and the other tribes of central and eastern
Arnhem Land came during and after the Second
World War. At the time when the north of Austra-
lia was threatened by the Japanese (D arwin was
bombed for the first time in Feb., 1942) many
military camps were established there, especialy in
the western part of Arnhem Land around the Stuart
IHighway, which was built atthat time. The construe-
tion of roads, airfields and other military require-
ments necessiated a large work [orce. For this rea-
son many Aborigines came from the bush into the
vicinity of the military camps. including some Rem-
brrangas, and the men were employed there as



irers. They and the members of their
cived food. tobacco and clothing from
rs. When the war ended, and the military
. « were no longer maintained. most of the Ab-
sines did not return to the bush, having become

I to the new way of life. But food shor-

oo« and certain infectious diseases began to spread

= them. As an emergency measure to relieve

on the government sent officials and

rkers to the old camps. Thus there arose

led “Ration Stations”, where food and

= rations were distributed among the Abori-

s oo« and medical care supplied. Gradually there
<et up Government Aboriginal Settlements,

ef aim of which was to acquaint the Abori-

soes with the European way of life. After the war
\boriginal Reserves were established; some

even existed there from the years preceding

First World War. The biggest is the Arnhem

I Aboriginal Reserve, started in 1931, and co-

¢ an area of 31,000 sq. mi. (i.e. 80,837 sq. km)

entral and eastern Arnhem Land. Tt includes also
riginal tribal territory of the Rembrranga
ple. The second most important Aboriginal re-
«rve in which Rembrrangas live is the Beswick
riginal Reserve (started in 1953) with an area
1.315 sq. mi. (ie. 3,405 sq. km), spread along
south-west edge of the Arnhem Land Aboriginal
teserve. The reservations are administred by the
\Welfare Branch of the Northern Territory Adminis-
ition. whose headquarters are in Darwin, but
which has a number of branch offices. Admittance
the aborigine reserves is by special permission
mlv. which the offict gives only in exceptional ca-
ses. They thus follow a policy whereby the Aborigi-
nes in the reserves are exposed as little as possible
to what might be destructive influences.

After the Second World War the migration of the
Rembrranga people from their tribal territory to
the south and south-west took on new proportions.
They mostly settled in the newly set up govern-
ment settlements and stations (Bamyili and Bes-
wick) or in the already existing private cattle sta-
tions, in some of which, e.g. Mainoru and Roper
Valley, they lived even before the war. When the
covernment settlement of Maningrida was founded
in 1957, on the northern coast of Arnhem Land, at
the mouth of the River Liverpool, a part of the
Rembrranga went there also. The original tribal
territory on the upper reaches of Wilton (Bulman)
River was then almost uninhabited.

”- e

During our research we found 243 living full-
blooded Rembrrangas and 109 Aborigines having
some Rembrranga blood. There were also disco-
vered 54 Aborigines from other tribes who are di-
rectly related (by mixed marriage, one of the part-
ners being a Rembrranga) to the Rembrrangas
(full-blooded or with some Rembrranga blood only).
(The information refers to the time of our research
in individual settlements. For specification of time
see Appendix IlI, introduction, p. 196—197. This
applies also to the dating of all other information
given in the text or in tables, unless otherwise
stated.)

Our information is difficult to compare with
that obtained on the numbers of Rembrranga
people by the official census of 1965, whose results
were kindly placed at our disposal by the Research
Branch, Welfare Division of the Northern Territory
Administration, Darwin. In this census of Abori-
gines, all who professed membership of a certain
tribe (the Rembrranga being no exception) were
ascribed to it: no distinction was of course sought
(nor, obviously, established) between those who
were full-blooded members of the tribe or half-
castes. Our method of establishing tribal appurte-
nance was on a different basis (see Appendix IlI,
introduction, p. 196—197). We nonetheless believe
that it is interesting to give here the results of both
censuses.

TABLE 1.
Official Our Census of 1969
Rembrranga Corsat
Aborigines ;
e 1965 Total | Full-Blooded

‘ | |
Males ' 149 184 127
Females ! 129 168 116
Total Persons 1 278 352 243

The distribution of Rembrranga people and
their settlement pattern are evident from Fig. 3 and
Tab. 2. We shall not however go into conditions of
settlement in any more detail here, since there is
a special chapter devoted to this.

2.2. Demographical Structure of the Rem-
brranga Tribe.

The study of the structure of the Rembrrangas
according to various indications was one of the
mosl important aims of our research. According to
the characters which we observed, we may speak
of their composition under the headings.

1. Biological, 2. Economic, 3. Cultural. From
the biological point of view we shall make a study
of the Rembrrangas according to sex and age, and,
in connection with these, marital status. In the eco-
nomic sphere we shall note chiefly economic acti-
vity. profession and qualifications of those working:
in the cultural context we shall pay special atten-
tion to questions of education and tribal appurte-
nance.

One shortcoming of the study is the fact that
the group observed is comparatively small (406
persons) — but we actually had to work with an
even smaller group in many cases, since not all
those who filled in the demographical questionnaire
answered all questions. In the analysis of some of
the items studied we therefore had to go on a com-
paratively small number of instances. Not the least
of our handicaps was the lack of comparable infor-
mation (e.g. for other Aboriginal tribes from Arn-
hem Land). (Among other things. this arose from
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TABLE 2.

ot I
Settlement 1HDE, 107
Rembrranga aclabap s a b c
by dustribution
wn settlements Bamyili Settl. 30| 16 e BoREE ) 65 | 111 | 541
Beswick Stn. 26 10 36 6 o 1183 49 68
Maningrida Settl. 36 49 85 1 9 10 95 871
Mainoru Stn. 15 22 37 7 4 11 48 48
Moroak Stn. — 3 3 3 — 3 6 20
| Mountain Valley Stn. 3 4 7 8 8 16 23 43
Roper River (Ngukurr) 2 — 2 5 5 10 12 394
Roper Valley Stn. 13 12 25 20 12 32 57 81
Urapunga Stn. 2 — 2 2 1 3 5 41
Total 127 116 243 7.7 86 163 406 | 2107
|
Ezplanatory notes:
I. — Number of full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines living in the settlement: a — Males,

b — Females, ¢ — Total persons.

II. — Number of Aborigines, living in the settlement of the other tribes directly related with
Rembrrangs (mized marriages swhen one of spouses is Rembrranga, or having at least
partly Rembrranga blood: a — Males, b — Females, ¢ — Total persons.

ITI. — Total number of Rembrrangas, (Group I.) and of Aborigines from other tribes (Group
I1.) living in the settlement.

IV. — Total number of Aborigines living in the settlement.

the fact that when we were working on the mate-
rial collected during our research we did not have
at our disposal some specialized publications having
a direct bearing upon our subject. Such was, for
example, the study mentioned by L. F. Jones
(1963, 1970), which was availabale to us in Synop-
tical form only.)

2.2.1. Distribution by Age and Sex.

The most important indication in a population
from the biological point of view is its age structure,
‘deduced from the present age of individual mem-
bers of the population studied. The exact determi-
nation of age populations is of course only possible
in developed civilizations; in our case it was not
possible. The exact date of birth was determined
only with children up to the age of 13—15, born
in the government settlements and on some cattle
stations (i.e. not all children) where such records
have been kept from about the middle of the 1950s.
With adult Aborigines we had to be content with the
year of birth only, while in many cases we were
forced to estimate age (for further information see
Appendiz III, Introduction, p. 196—197). In order
to get homogenous data, or information of the same
type, we therefore determined the year of birth
only for all persons. This meant that we had to
leave those persons born in the year 1969 out of
the age structure, since our research was carried
out during the period July—October, 1969, and we
did not therefore establish the total number of per-
sons born that year. Thus the original figure of 406
(see Tab. 2) was reduced to a referable number of
389. The age structure of this group according to
five-year age groups and sex was then expressed in
both tabular and graphical form. We did not, ho-
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wever, consider the age structure of the whole
group only, but also of its individual sections. We
divided the entire group into three parts according
to the degree of tribal appurtenance:

. Full-blood Rembrrangas

II. “Half” Rembrrangas (one parent a full-
blooded Rembrranga and the other an Ab-
origine of another tribe)

ITI. The remaining Aborigines with some Rem-
brranga blood — those of other tribes
having a direct relationship with the Rem-
brrangas (mixed marriages).

The age structure of the group as a whole and
of its three sub-divisions (Groups I—III) is given
in Tab. 3. We chose besides tabular form to use
also the more immediate graphical form. We em-
ployed the most customary means of expression,
the population pyramid, expressing the number of
persons in individual age groups as absolute values
(Fig. 4). We further supplemented the population
pyramid with a Smith Graph of the composition of
the total group by sex and age, since this better
expresses the detailed differences in the represent-
ation of the two sexes according to age (the Smith
Graph shows the deviation in the representation of
each of the two sexes according to age from some
norm) on the basis of a value of 100 (in the form of
a diagram, with the deviations from normal). (The
corresponding indices are given in Tab. 3.) The
Smith Graph forms Fig. 5.

If we take a detailed look at the age structure
of the total group and at the analysis of its indi-
vidual sections (Groups I—III), we discover an in-
teresting fact. We find especially that in the age
groups 20—24, 25—29, and to some extent also
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30—34. the number of persons is lower than we

would expect (this concerns particularly Group I —
full-blood Rembrrangas). We believe that this ref-
lects the events of the Second World War, when
important changes in the lives of the Aborigines
of Arnhem Land — and therefore also of the
Rembrranga people — took place (see “Historical
Review”, p. 179). We were unfortunately unable
to establish whether the fall in natural increase at
that time (i.e. during and after the war) was caused
by a fall in the birth-rate or by a rise in the death-
rate, but probably by a combination of the two.
The whole problem is a difficult one to discuss. If
we look at he number of “half”’, Rembrrangas in
individual age groups, we see that most of them
occur in the youngest groups. This is another result
of the changes in the life of the Rembrranga people:
while marriages between Rembrranga and Aborigi-
nes of other tribes were rare before the war, during

and especially after it they took place much more
often. The number of full-blood and “half” Rem-
brrangas is thus considerably evened out in age

group I (years 0—14).

The entire group (the group as a whole and
its separate sections) can also be divided according
to characteristic age groups:

TABLE 4.

Rembrranga, distribution by main age groups

(in %)

Full-blood
Age group Group total Rembrranga
I. 0—14 43,19 43,10
II. 15—49 50,39 47,85
III. 50 + 6,42 9,05
Total 100,00 100,00 |
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Rembrranga—age distribution, by sex!) TABLE 3.
: T 1.
Ago Males Females ‘ Total Males ‘ Females ’ / Total
Group ‘ Persons l [ Persons
fr. f % f TS e ] % fr. Ot { o | o
0—4 19 15,44 19 17,44 38 16,38 14 S 11 24,44 26 27,78
5—9 15 12,19 18 16,51 33 14,22 13 28,90 157 37,77 30 33,34
10—14 15 12,19 14 12,84 29 12,50 9 20,00 13 28,90 22 24,44
15—19 14 11,38 11 10,09 25 10,78 2 4,44 3 6,67 5 5,56
20—24 10 8,13 7 6,42 17 7,33 2 4,44 — — 2 2,22
25—29 7 5,69 4 3,67 11 4,74 —— — — — — —_
30—34 5,69 10 ORI 17 7,33 1 2,22 1 2,22 2 2,22
35—39 9 7,32 8 7,34 1L/ 1,33 2 4,44 2 2,22
40—44 9 7,32 4 3,67 13 5,60 — — — — — —
45—49 6 4,88 5 4,59 11 4,74 1 2,22 — — 1 g1l
50—54 5 4,07 3 2,75 8 3,45 — — e — — —
556—59 2 HEG:S 3 2,75 5 2,16 — — — — —_
60—64 — — i 0,92 1 0,43 il 2,22 — — 1 118
65—69 2 1,63 1 0,92 3 1,29 — — — == —
70—74 3 2,44 1 0,92 4 15742 —— — — — o —
f |
Total 123 100,00 " 109 100,00 232 100,00 45 100,00 45 100,00 90 100,00
| \
e _I_I_I‘ : IV. Total (I.+1II.41IT.) Index?)
e Males ‘ Females i Total Males ‘! Females ‘ Total All
Group | |  Persons I | Persons
‘ ‘ ; - Males | Females
o j e | fr. J % fr. ’ b Y% e |
|
0—4 4 16,68 6 13,95 10 14,93 37 19,26 36 18,27 73 185775 102,61 97,34
5—9 2 8,33 3 6,98 5 7,46 30 15,63 38 19,29 68 17,48 89,42 110,35
10—14 2 8,33 2 4,65 4 5,97 26 13,54 29 14,72 55 14,14 95,76 104,10
15—19 5 20,85 7 16,28 12 17,90 20 10,94 21 10,66 42 10,80 | 101,30 98,70
20—24 2 8,33 2 4,65 4 5,97 14 7,29 0 4,57 23 5,91 123,35 7,33
25—29 — — 7 16,28 7 10,45 7 3,65 101 5,58 18 4,63 78,83 120,52
30—34 2 8,33 5 11,62 7 10,45 10 5,21 16 8,12 26 6,68 77,99 121,56
356—39 2 8,33 6 13,95 8 11,94 13 6,77 14 Tttt 27 6,94 97,65 102,45
40—44 1l 4,17 1 2,33 2 2,99 10 5,21 5 2,54 15 3,86 | 134,97 65,80
45—49 2 8,33 3 6,98 5 7,46 9 4,69 8 4,06 197 4,37 | 107,32 92,91
50—54 1 4,17 | — — il 1,49 6 33 3 1,52 9 2,31 135,50 65,80
556—59 1 4,17 1 2,33 2 2,99 3 1,56 4 2,03 7 1,80 86,67 112,78
60—64 e — — — — —— 1 0,52 1 0,561 2 0,51 101,96 100,00
65—69 — — — — — — 2 1,04 1i 0,51 3 0,77 | 135,07 66,23
70—74 —— e e — — —— 3 1,56 1 0,51 4 1,03 151,46 49,52
‘ i
Total 24 100,00 J 43 ‘ 100,00 | 67 100,00 ‘ 192 | 100,00 ‘ 197 ‘I 100,00 | 389 | 100,00
l ! | 1 f ’ [
fr. = frequency.
Explanatory notes:
1) At 31 December 1968.
%) Indewes for the construction of Smith Graph (Fig. 5). For explanation see text on page 180.
I. — Full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.
II. — Mixed Rembrranga Aborigines (one of parents was full-blood Rembrranga).
I1. — Other Aborigines with part of Rembrranga blood and Aborigines of other tribes swho married to Rembrranga Aboriginal

(from group I. or I1.).

According to the relation between the three age
groups, our group may be regarded as progressi-
ve, lLe. a growing, vital type of population, with
a strong element of the very young. This fact can
also be documented by the use of another indicator,
which is the mean age of the present population.
(This group indicator has, however, the disadvant-
age that it is not very sensitive to the. extreme
ages.) The mean age of the total population studied
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(Group 1V, Tab. 3) was 20.37 in 1968; for full-
blood Rembrrangas (Group 1) it was 23.08, for
“half” Rembrrangas (Group II) 10.50, and for the
other Aborigines (Group I11) 24.22.

We supplement our characteristic structure of
the Rembrranga people according to age and sex
with one more indicator, that of sex ratio — index
of masculinity, or of femininity (the index is cal-
culated per 1,000 inhabitants of the sex compared).



FIG. 4. Age structure of the Rem-

brranga Aborigines by age

and sex (to 31/12/1968).

Eaxplanations: 1 — full-
blood Rembrranga Abori-
gines, 2 — mixed Rem-

brranga Aborigines (one
of the parents a full-
blood Rembrranga), 3 —
Aborigines with part Rem-
brranga blood and Abori-
gines from other tribes who
married Rembrrangas (full
blood or with at least part
Rembrranga blood).

FIG. 5. Smith diagram—sex ratio

of the Rembrranga Abori-
gines in the year 1968 ac-
cording to age (full-blood
Rembrranga  Aborigines;
having at least part Rem-
brranga blood, and Abori-
gines from othre tribes
who married Rembrran-

gas).
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TABLE 5.
Rembrranga, Masculinity and Femanaty.
i IT IIT IV
| Index of Masculinity 1128,4 | 1000,0 | 558,1 | 974,6 |
Index of Femininity 886,2 | 1000,0 | 1791,7 | 1026,0

|
|

Note: Groups I—IV correspond to those in TAB. 3.

2.2.2. Marital Status.

To our interpretation of the population of
Rembrranga people according to sex and age let us
add an interpretation of their marital status, which,
it is true, belongs essentially to social-legal charac-
teristics, but in view of the fact that most children
are born in wedlock, the characteristics of the ma-
rital status of the population are usually associated
with those of sex-age structure.

183



TABLE 6. A/1 Males e 05
Rembrranga — o
by marital status Age 5 L i
Conp alblel dlaoda s o [fada bbb {fada T
16—20 ittt Rl e e B el S e S
21—30 5 (13| — | — |18 1 1 | — | — 2 | — 3| — | — 3
31—40 1|11 — | — | 12 1 2 | —|—| 3 | — 3| — | — 3
41—50 1|12 | — 1|13 | — 1 | — | — i = 4| — | — 4
51—60 1 5| — 1 7 —| —|—| —=|—|—| — 1 | — ik
61 - T B g S el Ble S lies wlE S SIS i
Total 20 | 48 1 2 7 3 5 | — | — 8 3 12 1 | — |16
B/1 Females n = 113
Age T. 1L II1.
Siomp o | b eaba | N ey b Lol Frie ity oo el o
11—15 10 3| — | — | 13| 7 1 | — | — 8 | — 1| — | — 2
16—20 3 | Spali = RE R R It dR e s i SRl e g
2130 SN0 A st e e R S Risendl ot aReeiane
31—40 16 O e e [ ey = iR g AR oy
41— 50 =l gugel el aea SR R S e o Sl (RS SR el iy
51—60 —dme i Sl g e e e a i e R e ]
61 + bbbl e s el T e e
Total 13 | 44 | 11 1 69| 8 4 | —| —tI12| — 30| 2 | — |33
T. = Total
A/2 Males n — 05
Age Total (Groups I. 4 II. + III.)
Group = % it ‘ % ‘ 5 % Al %
16—20 16 59,3 5 7,8 — — = =
21—30 6 22,2 7/ 26,5 — — — —
31—40 2 7,4 16 25,0 — — — —
41—50 1 317 17 26,5 — e 1 50,0
51—60 1 il 5 7,8 I 50,0 1 50,0
61 + ik 7 4 6,4 1 50,0 — —
Total 27 100,0 64 100,0 2 100,0 2 100,0
B/2 Females n =113
Age Total (Groups I. + II. 4 IIL.)
Group 3 % } b ’ % 1 . % o o
11—15 17 81,0 5 6,4 —— —— — —_
16—20 4 19,0 15 00 e 1 = i =
21—30 e — 17 21,8 2 15,4 1 100,0
31—40 —— - 26 33,3 2 15,4 — —
41—50 — — 12 15,5 1 7,6 — —
51—60 — —— 3 ,8 4 30,8 — —
61 4 — — — — 4 30,8 — —
Total 21 100,0 78 100,0 13 100,0 1 100,0
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TABLE 6.
(continuited )

C. Males and Females n = 208

Age Total: Males + Females (I. 4+ II. + III.)

o s e e s e

11—151) 17 35,4 5 3,56 — — — —

16—20 20 41,7 20 14,1 — — — —
21—30 6 12,5 34 23,9 2 13,3 il 33,3

31—40 2 4,1 42 29,7 2 13,3 e —
41—50 1 2,1 29 20,4 1 6,8 1 33,3
51—60 1 2,1 8 5,6 5 33,3 1 8359,

61 + ] 2,1 4 2,8 5 3359 — —
Total 48 100,0 142 100,0 15 100,0 3 100,0

\'
D. Summary n = 208
Males ‘ Females Total M + F
Group
fos % e o fr. o
| :
Never married?!) ’ 21 28,4 21 1836 | 48 231
Married 64 67,4 78 69,0 142 68,3
Widowed 2 251 13 11,5 15 752
Divorced 2 2,1 ’ 1 0,9 3 1,4
Total 95 100,0 113 100,0 208 100,0
1) Males of age 16 and over; Females of age 11 and over; [r. = [requency.

Ezxplanatory notes (Table A/1, A/2, B/1, B/2, C):

TABLE 7.

Rembrranga—Marriages
by tribal membership

of spouses

Ezplanatory notes:

A. Monogamous marriages:

B. Polygamous marriages:

I. — Full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.
II. — Mixed Rembrranga Aborigines (one of parents was full-blood Rembrranga).
III. — Other Aborigines with part of Rembrranga blood and Aborigines of other tribes svho
married to Rembrrangas (from Group L. or II.).

a — never married; b — married; ¢ — windowed; d — divorced.

A. Monogamous Marriages

Type of Marriage 7 II. TII. Iv. Total | 5 oo
% tage
First marriages?) 19 16 5 HEse 91,1
Second marriages?) B 1 1 - | 5 8,9
Total marriages 22 17/ 6 1l | 56 100,0
Percentage of total 39,3 30,4 10,7 19,6 100,0
I
B. Polygamous Marriages
1t Tk I0HL Total

Frequency 2 4 2 8
Percentage 25,0 50,0 25,0 ' 100,0

Datas give number of marriages by different groups.
I. — Both spouses are full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.
II. — Husband is jull-blood Rembrranga, wife full-blood aboriginal from other tribe.
III. — Wife is full-blood Rembrranga, husband full-blood aboriginal from other tribe.
IV. — Other marriages swhere at least one of spouses has part of Rembrranga blood.
1) Both spouses are married for the first time.
2) One spouses (or both) is married for the second time.
I. — All wifes are full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.
II. — At least one of wifes is full-blood Rembrranga Aboriginal.
II1. — All wifes are from other tribes.
Husband is in all cases (I—II—III) full-blood Rembrranga.
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TABLE 8.
Rembrranga—

maxed marriages with
Aborigines from
other tribes

Eaplanatory notes:

TABLE 9.
Rembrranga marriage
rates

Explanatory notes:

A. Monogamous marriages:

B. Polygamous marriages:
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| I | IT. ITI
Tribe 1\ |

s o R R e e e
Aranta 1 e 1 92 RS o e = o
Burera — 1 i 2,2 | — — — — — — — —
Djawun — 1 Il 2,2 | — — — — — —-
Djinba 1 2 3 6,6 1 - 12,56 | — — — e
Ganalbuingu 1 — 1 2,2 | — — | — — — — ——
Jangman 1 — il 2,2 | — - - — —— — —
Jingili SR e b i G el D e (8 et SRR R O B
Nalakan — 3 9 6,6 | — — — — e
Ngalkbun 2 7 9 20,1 2 — 2 25,0 i — IE0050;
Ngandi 1 4 5 1,2 — | — —
Nunggaboju — 1 1 2,2 — | — | — — — | — | — o
Mangarei 1 —_ Il 17 e — - — — — e
Maiali 3 6 9 20,1 | — 2 2 25,0 | — — — —
Mara —— 1 1 2,2 1 1 2 25,0 | — — — —
Rittharingo 2 3 5 11,2 Il — 1 12,5 | — — — —
Wandaran — 1 i 2,2 | — — — —_ — — — -
Wogait il — il A s — — e i — — =

| {
Total 14 31 45 | 100,0 5 3 8 | 100,0 1 —— 1= =100:0
M — Males, F — Females, Tot. — Total, %y — Percentage.
I. — Mixed marriages of Jull-blood Rembrranga Aborigines swith ull-blood Aborigines [rom

other tribes.

[I. — Mixed marriages of full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines sith the Aborigines having half

of Rembrranga blood and half blood of other tribe (one of parents svas Rembrranga
and second one member of the other tribe).

IIl. — Mixed marriages of full-blood BRembrranga Aborigines swith the Aborigines having
prevailing part of Rembrranga blood and part blood o] some other tribe.

Datas give number of husbands and wifes from the other tribes (according to the groups

[. — II. — III.) in mixzed marriages of the Rembrranga Aborigines.

No. of Wives ‘ Do
G?fl(jp e Total | Total | Total 1‘%‘2‘1" V‘;‘;’fs G
of Man [ | e Lhushe Wi Man Husb. |Polygyn-
0 1 i 2 3 4 ist

16—20 16 | 5| — ‘ — | — 21 5 5 0,24 1,00 -
21—30 6 (16| 1 | — 23 17 18 0,78 1,06 5,8
31—40 el L e = 18 16 17 0,94 1,06 6,2
41—50 2 (14 2 | 1 |— 19 17 21 15kl 1,24 33.3
51—60 3 3| — |1 1 8 5 10 1,25 2,00 40,0
61 + 2| 3| — | — | 1 6 4 7 1,16 1,75 25,0

T : ] ’
Total 31 ‘ 56 4 2 2 95 | 64 l 78 # 0,82 1,22 12,5

| i P

Datas give number of marriages by different groups.

I. — Both spouses are jull-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.
II. — Husband is full-blood Rembrranga, wife full-blood Aborigine from other tribe.
III. — Wije is full-blood Rembrranga, husband full-blood Aborigine from other tribe.
IV. — Other marriages swhere at least one of spouse has part of Rembrranga blood.
1) Both spouses are married for the first time.
2) One of spouses (or both) is married for the second time.

I. — All wifes are [ull-blood Rembrranga Aborigines.

Il. — At least one of wifes is full-blood Rembrranga Aborigine.
III. — All wifes are from other tribes.
Husband is in all cases (I. — II. — II1.) full-blood Rembrranga.



TABLE 10. =
Numbers of - Age Group Monorgamous Polygamous "}\'?tal PP(;rcent:—.mgtel
co—wifes among of Woman Wives Wives ives olygamist!)
Rembrranga
11—15 5 - 5 —
16—20 13 2 15 13,3
21—30 10 7 il 41,2
31—40 19 i7 26 26,9
41—50 6 6 12 50,0
51—60 3 i 3 i
61 + S = = s
Total 56 ‘ 22 78 28,2
i 1 k5%
) According to M. J. Meggitt (1965: 151) I am using “Polygamist” to refer to a wo-
man married to a polygynist — that is, with one or more co-svifes.
TaBlu 1L Age Level of Husband
Rembrranga— Group

distribution of

16—20| 21—30 | 31—40| 4150 51—60| 61+ | Total

male P Olygy nsts by 29¢ Polygamous Husbands

Frequency
Percentage

Monogamous Husbands
Frequency
Percentage

Total Husbands
Frequency
Percentage

o 1 1 3 2 e S
A 5,9 B3 AT 100 250 125

5 16 16 14 3 3 56
100,0 94,1 93,7 82,3 60,0 75,0 87,56

5 17 16 147, 5 4 64
100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0

M — Males, F — Females, Tot. — Total, %}y — Percentage.

Explanatory notes:
other ribes.

I. — Mixed marriages of full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines with full-blood Aborigines from

Il. — Mixed marriages of full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines with the Aborigines having
half of Rembrranga blood and half blood of other tribe (one of parents svas Rembr-
ranga and second one member of the other tribe).

1. — Mixed marriages of full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines with the Aborigines having pre-
vailing part of Rembrranga blood and part blood of some other tribe.

Datas give number of husbands and wifes [rom the other tribes (according to the groups

L. — II. — 1II.) in mized marriages of the Rembrranga Aborigines.

During the study of the marital status of the
Rembrranga people we paid attention at the same
time to the age and sex of the married, unmarried,
divorced and widowed. In this study it is usual to
work from an analysis of the marital status of those
older than 15; in our case, however, this was pos-
sible only with males, while with females it was
necessary to drop the age limit to 11, since some
Aborigine females enter into marriage even at this
age (in exceptional cases at an even younger age).
The results of our investigation are summarized in
Tab. 6. The percentage of married persons com-
piled from the sector of the population older than
16 (for women 11) is for the Rembrrangas high
(68.3 %), while the proportion of males and fema-
les is more or less equal (see Tab. 6/D). If we look
al the distribution of married persons according to
age (see Tab. 6A/2 and 6B/2), we find that more
than three quarters (78 %) of the total married
males are in the age range 21—50 (for females the

figure is lower, 70.6 %), while the percentage pro-
portions in individual age groups of ten years (21
to 30, 31—40, 41—50) are in equilibrium (this does
not hold true for females, where the proportions in
individual groups fluctuate, and the highest va-

lue 1s reached in the group 31—40). Rem-
brranga females enter into marriage earlier
than males, which is confirmed by among

other things the percentage of unmarried from
the (igures for females over 11, 18.69 (the
figure for males over 16 is 28.4 %), while all the
unmarried women are in the lowest age categories,
e. 11—20 (with males 59.3 %, of the total of un-
married ones belong to age category 16—20). The
percentage of widows is much higher than that of
widowers. Most of them are in the highest age
group (over 40), and women of this age do not re-
marry among the Rembrrangas (as opposed to
men).

It seems to us essential to point out the diffe-
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FIG. 6. Graph — Education of the Rembrranga Aborigines by
Age. The graph was drawn on the basis of the infor-
mation from Tab. onp. .......... The area of the
columns in the diagram corresponds to the percentage
representation of individual age groups among those
studies (n = 140). Explanations: 1 — persons with
basic education, 2 — persons without bacic education.

rence belween the numbers of married men and
married women in the population studied. This dif-
ference (with women in the majority) is mainly
caused by the existence of polygamous marriage,
which is still widespread among the Rambrranga
people. This question is dealt with more closely in
the next chapter, on marriage.

Atthe close of our brief interpretation of marital
status among the Rembrranga people we must em-

phasize that — as we have already said in some
preceding sections — it is difficult to evaluate the

results obtained without the possibility of placing
them side by side with similar information for
other Aboriginal populations. This is again true
here. From the point of view of natural reproduc-
tion, in view of the proportion of the population
living in the married state, we may regard the po-
pulation studied somewhat critically.

Marriage. ‘

From a demographical point of view any coha-
bitation of a man and woman may be considered
as marriage; the legal view, however, is a different
one, distinguishing several types of union. Three
basic types of marriage are most commonly re-
cognised: civil, church, and according to local cus-
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tom. With the Rembrrangas, as with all primitive
populations, the last prevails (usually sealed by
non-Christian ritual ceremonies). Only in the last
few years have civil marriages, been performed in
the government settlements, where there is no pa-
rochial office and church marriages mostly in the
missions.

Among the Rembarranga people, similarly as
amnog the remaining tribes of Australian Aborigi-
nes, marriages according to custom are governed by
complicated rules. But this problem belongs to the
cultural or social-anthropological sphere, and has
already been sufficiently dealt with (see e.g. A. P.
Elkin, 1960) so that we may disregard it here.

Of the total of 64 marriages considered, most
were monogamous (89.8 9 of the total). Most of
the marriages were those where both partners are
Rembrrangas (39.3 %, of the total of monogamous
and 25.0 9, of the total of polygamous marriages).
Table 8 shows mixed marriages between Rem-
brrangas and members of other tribes. Even up to
the Second World War these marriages were com-
paratively rare, but with the end of hostilities bet-
ween individual tribes and the advance of the pro-
cess of Europeanization (acculturation) they became
more and more common. It is understandable that
the Rembrranga people made more marriages with
members of neighbouring tribes, with whom they
were traditionally on good terms— the Ngalkbun,
Maialli (see Fig. 2). Their post-war migration, when
they began to penetrate into the territories of these
tribes (see Fig. 7) is another factor involved. Mar-
riages with members of the Rittharingo, Ngandi,
Nalakan and Djinba tribes were also relatively
common — all tribes whose territories neighboured
on that of the Rembrranga.

Tables 8—11 contain some statistical charac-
teristics of Rembrranga marriages. It would be inte-
resting to compare this information with the similar
data for the Walbiri tribe, compiled by N. J.
Meggitt, but on account of the limited extent
of our paper this is not possible. (We intend to de-
vote an independent study to this question in a se-
parate paper. (For comparison see N. J. Me g-
gitt: Marriage among the Walbiri of Central Aus-
tralia: A Statistical Examination. In: Berndt,
R. M., Berndt, C. H. (edit.) (1965): Aboriginal
Man in Australia, pp. 146—166. Sydney—London,
Melbourne.)

2.2.3. Economic Activity.

The classification of the population according to
economie activity 1s a socio-economic one. Part of
our research was the making of this classification;
but since it was not always possible to obtain the
required information on those taking part in our
investigation, to get answers to the appropriate
questions in the questionnaire, we are obliged in
this case to draw on a relatively small group (147
persons), and so our conclusions have only limited
value. We limited ourselves to the basic classifica-
tion of the population studied into economically



active (wage-earning) and economically inactive
persons (the remainder), establishing for those eco-
nomically active the nature of their work. We of
course paid attention to the sex and age of the
group investigated. The results are given in Tab. 12.

In the group studied (n = 147) the proportion
of males and females was in relative equilibrium
(76:71). The relation between the economically
active and inactive was also fairly even (52.3 9/,
47.69)). While the economically active were pre-
dominant among men (71.1 9, of all males), the
proportion is the opposite for women (67.6 9/, of
all females). Age distribution is evident from
Table 12. In view of the small numbers in indivi-
dual groups it is difficult to evaluate it.

The economically active members of the popu-
lation were divided into three groups according to
the type of work:

I[. Unqualified, auxiliary work —

Males: keeping the settlement tidy, garbage
disposal, keeping the settlement supplied
with wood, auxiliary work in the kitchen
and dining room, auxiliary work on the
farm, ete.;
on cattle stations auxiliary work on the
fencing of grazing land, maintenance of
roads, supply of wood ete.

Females: both in the settlement and on the
cattle stations as cleaners, auxiliary cooks,
ete.

II. Stockmen — concerns men only.
I11. Qualified work —
Males: head stockmen, craftsmen, drivers, po-
lice trackers, assistant teachers.
Females: auxiliary nurses, cooks.
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TABLE 12. n =70
Rembrranga, by occupation
A. Males Age Group Total
Occupation : Persons
Group ie 19 | 2029 | 3039 | 4049 | 5059
| i |
1
15 2 8 8 4 4 26
1L 7 6 4 6 — 23
HIHL — — 4 1 e 5
Total in Work Force 9 14 16 11 4 54
Total not in
Work Force 14 — 2 3 3 22
Total persons 23 14 18 14 7 76
i == 7]l
B. Females Age Group Total
Occupation = = Persons
Graup 1419 2029 | 3039  40—49 | 5059
i 8 4 5 3 il 21
1I. L == - £ = s
18HE — 1 1 — — 2
Total in Work Force 8 5 6 3 1 23 i
Total not in
Work Force 10 1 15 8 48
Total persons 18 16 21 1 71
Explanatory notes: Occupation groups:
I — Lmhllled workers (ssveepers, char-women in home manadgement ete. — see text).
Il. — Stockmen.
HI. — Craftsmen, drivers, police-trackers, help-teachers, help-nurses.
n = 140
TABLE 13. %
Rembrranga— Age Group Total
education by age Gloup ——— ‘ ; et %
: 1519 2024 2529|3034 3539 404 | coms
| |
Persons with
basic education 29 9 T 38 200
Persons without
education 8 8 7 | 44 102 72,9
|
5 1 Total persons 30 L7 10 20 1y 44 140 100,0
‘ Percentage of total 21,56 121 7,1 14,2 13,6 al.5 100,0
f

Most of the economically active males and fe-
males were employed in the occupalions in group |
(males also in group II). We did not find a single
case in the group studied of an occupation requiring
higher qualifications (as for example state register-
ed nurse, fully qualified teacher, etec.).

Until the emergence of the government settle-
ments for Aborigines the economically active section
of the original population (including Rembrranga)
was concentrated only on the cattle stations. Until
1968 Aborigines in the government settlements re-
cieved food and clothing free of charge; if they did
work (within the settlement) they were unpaid.
After receiving full civil and. political rights, pre-
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viously held ()n]\ by white Australians, this system
was abolished and the Aborigines must now. buy
everything. They do however receive free medical
and educational facilities and can get cheap food
in the settlement canteens, which operate on state
subsidies. The grant of civil and political rights
gave rise to a number of problems for the Aborigi-
nal population, including one of employment. For
some Aborigines (mostly on the cattle stations) pre-
viously worked according to unofficial, usually oral
agreements, for relatively low wages, sometimes
only for food, tobacco and clothing. But as soon as
the Australian federal parliament ratified the law
on the civil and political rights of the original po-



pulation, employers had to pay the Aborigines the
same minimum wage as white Australians. A result
of this was that the unqualiflied work of the Abori-
gines was uneconomical for them, and the employers
lost interest in it. The cattle station owners were an
exception; for them the work of the Aborigine
stockmen is indispensible.

2.2.4. Education

Education is playing an important role in the
acculturation process of the Aborigines. For this
reason compulsory school attendance was intro-
duced for Aboriginal children and basic schools
were established in all government settlements and
in the cattle stations (in places with a smaller
number of Aborigines there is a single class school
only). School attendance is compulsory for all Ab-
original children from 6 to 14 (from 4—G6 vyears is
the preschool education). Children who have ab-
solved basic school have the opportunity to go to
Secondary school. To this end the four-year Kormil-
da College for boarders was founded in Darwin. Si-
milar middle schools are to be founded in some
other towns in the Northern Territory. Evening
courses are organized, in the basic schools, for
adults, designed to give them a knowledge of read-
ing, writing and arithmetie. The language in schools
ol all grades in English.

During our research we established the number
of persons with a basic education (i.e. knowledge of
reading, writing and arithmetic and a basic know-
ledge of English). We investigated the population
over the age of 15, because all younger persons) in
the age range 6—14) go to school. The results of
our investigation are given in Tab. 13. Of the
group studied (n = 140) only 21.1 Y/, of the total
number of persons investigated had a basic educa-
tion. Fig. 6 shows the division of the group studied
mto five-year age groups. Among those older than
40 there was not a single one with a basic education.
During our investigation we also determined the
degree of schooling. Not a single member of the
Rembrranga tribe had completed a middle school
education when the research was finished.

Together with our investigation of the level of
education among the Rembrranga. we also consi-
dered knowledge of languages, both Aboriginal and
English. The group studied was in this case even

smaller (n 110). In spite of this we consider it
to be sufficiently representative. The investigation

was carried out for persons older than 15.

TABLE 14.
Rembrranga, knowledge of Languages
n=—F1()
No.
of Y
persons
I. Aboriginal Languages
Knowledge of monther tongue only 85 77.3
Knowledge of one Aboriginal
language
(besides mother tongue) 18 16.4
Knowledge of two Aboriginal
languages 6 5.4
Knowledge of more than two Abor.
[ languages 1 0.9
| 110 100.0
ITI. English
Partial knowledge!) 79 71.8
Good knowledge?) il 28.2
110 100.0
lxplanations:
Note ') — mostly Pidgin English.
Note ?) — mostly persons with basic school education, either

complete or incomplete, but with knowledge of
reading and writing.

English acts as one of the unifying elements
in the acculturation process of the Aborigines, even
if most of them use Aboriginal languages in their
mutual contact, and English only in their contact
with white men, there 1s a growing number of cases
where Aborigiiies speak English even among them-
selves. During our investigation we found three
marriages where the partners spoke English with
each other. These were partners from two different
tribes who knew only their mother tongue and
English, so that this was really their only means of
communication in their mutual contact. In all three
cases these were Aborigines who had absolved basic
school.

Government bodies consider the educational
process of the Aborigines a priority and try to in-
clude in it especially the younger and middle ge-
nerations.

1290
TABLE 15. ‘ ‘ = Py it 5
R-mbiranga— | Age Group Total
0 Group Per- 07
bith lace by age ‘ ! : , 70
‘ | 0—14] 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-30| 40+ | it
| Persons born in bush o 9 7 180 s g o5 A ¥307
Persons born
in permanent
: settlements 150 26 8 5) 2 6 — 195 67,3
|
‘ Total persons | 150 | 30 17| 10 20 19 44 | 290 | 100,0
i Percentage of total ; 1577 053 5,9 i 3,4 6,9 6,6 | 15,2 | 100,0 ——
| |
I ] !
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2.3. Migration.

As we have already mentioned in the intro-
duction to this paper, the incomplete data in the
demographical quastionaires make it impossible to
analyse certain populational processes. In addition
we lack also important comparative data. We there-
fore decided to pursue these questions further and
to deal with them in a special study.

We do however consider it essential to char-
aclerize at least in outline in our work the recent
migrations of the Rembrranga, for they have played,
and still do play an important role in their accultu-
ration.

For the Rembrranga, as for the members of
the other tribes of Arnhem Land, migrations are
especially frequent. These are almost always inter-
nal migrations, that is within the limits of the
northern part of the Northern Territory, and only
in exceptional cases is there a move to other states
or territories of Australia. We may distinguish here
three basic forms of migration. The first, and oldest,
form of migration is where Aborigines move from
the bush into the government settlements. This
form, which we might call long-term migration,
has played an exceptional role in the acculturation
process (see “Historical review”). We tried to re-
construct this form of migration and investigated
the relation between place of birth and present do-
micile of members of the population studied. The
group investigated was in this case large enough
(n = 290) and can therefore be considered as com-
pletely representative. Of the total number of per-
sons investigated, 57.3 9, were already born in the
permanent settlements, of which 51.7 9/ belonged
to the youngest age group, 0—14 years. All of those
over 40 who were investigated were born in the
bush (see Tab. 15). The results of our investigation
were also expressed graphically in Fig. 7. The first
form of migration of the Rembrranga (and of the
remaining tribes of Arnhem Land) is already fi-
nished, since all the Aborigines (4 1—2 9/) live in
the permanent settlements. The second form of
migration, which we might call short-term, is the
current movement of Aborigines from one settle-
ment to another. Owing to the short period of our
research we were unable to find out how frequent
. these migrations are. Migrations of this type often
arise from contact of the Aborigines with relatives
(in most cases very distant relatives) living in
another settlement or settlements, whom they like
to visit frequently. After a certain time (varying
from several weeks to several months) they usually
return to their original domicile. The third specific
form of migration is that where the Aborigines
move from the permanent settlements into the bush.
This is again short-term migration (from several
weeks to several months).

We shall supplement our characterization of
the migration processes with one of the travelling
habits of the Rembrranga people, since we estab-
lished during our research the regions visited by
individual persons. Of the group studied (n = 110),
385.5 9, moved in the district Katherine — Darwin,
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8.2/, in the remaining districts of the Northern
Territory, 5.4 9, outside the Northern Territory
(other regions of Australia) and one person had
been abroad.

3. GEOGRAPHY OF THE
SETTLEMENTS

3.1. Acculturation Process of the Rembrran-
gas and Changes in their Settlement Conditions

In the preceding sections of our paper we out-
lined the main features of the acculturation process
of the Rembrrangas (see “Historical review” and
“Migrations of the Rembrranga”). This process has
also led to basic changes in their conditions of settle-
ment. All the Rembrrangas today live in permanent
setlements (4 1—2 9, ?). In the year 1969 it was
estimated that in the whole of Australia only about
300 Aborigines still permanently lead their original
way of life in the bush; today’s estimate would
certainly be much lower still. It is unlikely that any
Rembrranga Aborigines would still live in this way
today. Some groups of Aborigines, including the
Rembrrangas even today prefer occasional life in
the bush to permanent stay in the settlements. The
members of this tribe adapted relatively quickly to
the settled way of life in the permanent settlements,
as is indicated by the results of our research on
place of birth of members of the Rembrranga tribe
(Tab. 15 and Fig. 8). While in the years 1944—1948
most of the Rembrrangas were born in the bush
(52.9 9, of those born in that period) and only
47.1 9, in permanent settlements, the proportion
was reversed during the next five-year period
(13.3 % to 86.7 Y). From 1954 they were already
all born in permanent settlements.

3.2 Present Structure of the Settlements.

Today, therefore, the Rembrranga Aborigines
live in permanent settlements — government com-
munities, government and private cattle stations,
mainly spread, around the perimeter of the Abori-
ginal Reserve of Arnhem Land, especially on its
southern borders. In the reserve itself there are
only two government settlements: Maningrida and
Ngukurr. Ngukurr was until 1968 a mission (Roper
River Mission), and was then taken under the ad-
ministration of the Welfare Branch and renamed
Roper River Settlement. In 1972 it was renamed
Ngukurr. Two more government settlements — the
Bamyili community and the Beswick cattle station,
lie inside the Beswick Aboriginal Reserve. The
Rembrranga people live in these settlements for the
most part with members of other tribes (see Fig.
9). During our research all setttlement where more
than 10 Rembrrangas live were visited; the remain-
ing settlements with a smaller number of Rembr-
rangas were visited only where they happened to be
en route. Research was carried out on nine settle-
ments in all, in which in the year 1969 (durin the
research period, ie. from July to October) there



FIG. 8. Graph — Burthplace of the Rem- %
brranga Aborigines by Age. The 258T
graph s drawn from the informa-
tion in Tab. 15 on p. 191. The area
of the columbs in the diagram
corresponds to the percentage re-
presentation of individual age
groups among those studied (n = 20 4
190). Explanations: 1 — persons
born in permanent settlements (.
e. native settlements, cattle stations,

maissions and towns). 2 — persons
born in bush,
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lived 406 members of the tribe, of whom 59.8 9/,
were full-blood Rembrranga and 40.2 9/, Aborigines
of other tribes directly related {mixed marriages,
where one partner is a Rembrranga) to the Rembr-
rangas, or having some Rembrranga blood. The
settlement structure of the tribe i1s evident from

Table 2; the distribution of settlements is given in
Map 1.

3.2.1. Typology of the Settlements.

The settlements in which the Rembrranga
people today live may be divided into two basic
groups: 1. Permanent Settlements (i.e. government
communities, government and private cattle sta-
tions, and towns), 2. Occasional or Seasonal Settle-

ments (i.e. traditional shelters and simple huts in the
bush.

3.2.1.1. The Permanent Settlements.

The permanent settlements may be divided
into two groups, differeing chiefly in function. The
first 1s that of Government Settlements for Aborigi-
nes; the second, government and private cattle sta-
tions. The settlements of both groups have several
common features. The Aborigines in both live in
simple prefabricated houses and are provided with
their own educational and medical facilities.

To the first group of permanent settlements
belong the Government Native Settlements: Ba-
myili, Maningrida, and Roper River (now Ngukurr).

14

15— 19
20— 24
25=29
3034
35630

They are situated in the Aboriginal reserves and
fall under the administration of the Darwin Welfare
Branch. These settlements are run by government
officials, most of them white; at their head is a su-
perintendant.

The basic function of these settlements is to
acquaint the Aborigines with the European way of
life, to teach thm community life and prepare them
for various forms of employment. The government
communities are well equipped. There is a hospital
or health centre, in the charge of a doctor or state
registered nurse, a basic school (school attendance
1s compulsory for Aboriginal children, adults may
attend evening courses); a public canteen, in which
almost all schoolchildren and some adults eat; a ge-
neral store with a wide range of goods (from food-
stuffs and clothing to furniture); various workshops,
garages and stores, including a fuel store; a small
generating station, where electricity is produced
from diesel aggregate; the offices of the superinten-
dant and the members of the community administra-
tion, and finally houses for the Aborigines and the
white employees. There is usually a small farm
attached to the community and producing vege-
tables, fruit, meat, eggs ete. for it. The groundplan
and the function of individual buildings of the Ma-
ningrida government community are shown in
Fig. 10.

The government communities were built ac-
cording to plans prepared in advance in govern-
ment planning centres. They are built on a regular
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FIG. 9. Map of the number of Rembrranga Aborigines in permanent settlements. The number of Aborigines living in individual per-
manent settlements is indicated by circles on the map. The segments in the circles show the proportion of Rembrranga (full-blood,
half, and members of other tribes with a direct relationship). Explanations: I — number of Aborigines living in the settlement.
Of these: 1 — full-blood Rembrranga Aborigines, 2 — Aborigines from other tribes directly related (mized marriages where one
of the spouses is Rembrranga) or having at least partly Rembrranga blood, 3 — Aborigines of other tribes. II — boundaries
of native reserves, 111 — tribal territory of the Rembrranga in the wider sense, IV — scale of circles.

groundplan, even though this regularity has some-
times been disrupted by the more or less random
construction of simple Aboriginal shelters (as for
example ni Maningrida — see Fig. 10). In most of
the communities it is possible to distinguish the
Staff Quarters from the aboriginal Camp. The Ab-
origines live in houses of three basic types. The
fu'st oldest, and stmplebl type is a house built of
corrugated 1ron, measuring approxunaltlv 2—3.5X
3—3.5 m., without any amenities and with an earth
floor.- The second, more modern, and now most
wido%proad type is a house of stainless sheet alumi-
nium with an open verandah, concrete foundations
and floor, whose interior living space is somewhat
larger than that of the preceding type. This type of
house, which the Australians call “Superior Shelter
Type”, 1s also without any amenities — and there-
fore there are in the Aboriginal camp several sa-
nitary blocks, with W.C., showers and laundries.
The third type of house is no different in size and
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interior fittings (kitchen, own W.C., bathroom or
shower) from those in which the white employees
live. These houses, also having electricity, which
the other two do not, are given to Aborigines who
become members of the community administration.
The Aborigines can work in return for wages in the
government settlements, but employment is not
compulsory. Most of them do auxiliary work.

The second type of permanent settlement con-
sists of the cattle stations, in which most of the Ab-
origines are employed — the men as stockmen, the
women in auxiliary work in the kitechen (home ma-
nagement) ete. Here too the Aborigines live in
simple houses, most of them made of corrugated
iron, of wvarious types, grouped in an Aboriginal
samp, which is usually situated on the edge of the
station. A single-class school and medical care in
the form of a state-registered nurse or health officer,
with the possible assistence of the Royal Flying
Doctor Service, are provided. The Beswick govern-



FIG. 10. Map of the Maningrida Settlement. 1 — Staff Quarters, 2 — Aboriginal Quarters (Camp), 3 — Clinic, 4 — Canteen, 5 —
Kitchen, 6 — Garage, Workshops, 7 — Stores, 8 — School, 9 — Latrine- Ablution- Laundry Block, 10 — Arstrip, 11 —
Pump, Water Tank, 12 — Offices, 13 — Fishing Plant, 14 — Police Station, 15 — Hall, 16 — Sawmill, 17 — Power Station.

ment caltle station prepares Aborigines for employ-
ment as stockmen.

One more type of permanent settlement inha-
bited by Aborigines may be added to those already
mentioned, that of the permanent settlement with
the white population in the majority (i.e. towns,
townships and communities), on the edges of which
the Aborigines build themselves simple huts or
houses, usually grouped in a camp. In Darwin one
of the city quarters has been reserved for them,
having the status of an Aboriginal reserve (Bagot).

All types of permanent settlement are built
near a water supply (permanent watercourse, the
lakes or inundation river arms known as “billa-
bongs™ or artesian well). They all have also a land-
ing strip for light aircraft. Each settlement or cattle
station is also equiped with a transmitling and re-
ceiving station or has telegraphic communication.
Most of the settlements also have suitable roads
linking them with the nearest regional centre.

3.2.1.2. Occasional or Seasonal Settlements.

Occasional settlements — simple traditional
huts covered with branches, leaves and tree bark —
are built by the Aborigines in the bush in the neigh-
bourhood (sometimes at a fair distance) of stations
or communities. These sites are recreational (the

Aborigines spend the weekend there (or seasonal)
some Aborigines leave to hunt in the bush for
a certain time). The Aborigines build such huts or
shelters singly, but often there are several in one
place. They are always built near a water source.

4. CONCLUSION

The process of adaptation of the Australian
Aborigines from a nomadic life to a settled way of
life in one place — as we have shown, for example,
with Rembrrangas — seems to be almost fi-
nished, since nearly all Aborigines are today con-
cenlraled in permanent settlements. This process,
whose origins go back for decades, did not of course
take place without problems. We emphasized right
at the beginning of our paper that the Aborigines
had completely adapted to he harsh natural environ-
ment, and every change meant a serious upheaval
in their way of life, their culture and customs. So,
for example, acclimatization to clothing led at first
to sensitivily and increased vulnerability to disease;
since the Aborigines were not used to having to
change clothing. Their switch to community life in
closed houses was very difficult, since they were
not used to tidving up and looking after the clean-
liness of their surroundings — [requent changes of
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camp site made this unecessary. Their previous
nomadic way of life, where permanent move elimi-
nated the old and the sick, who might have become
a source of infection to the other members of the
group, limited the occurrence of epidemics. In con-
tact with Europeans, most of them quickly contract-
ed diseases brought here from Europe and Asia. This
was aggravated by their lower resistance to these
diseases and their ignorance of the principles of
hygiene in the European sense of the word. This
caused a permanent dependence on the system of
medical help with which they were provided on the
stations and settlements. It is essential that the pro-
cess of acculturation be completed, since there no
longer exists any road back to their original way
of life. It will be above all necessary to settle the
question of their employment, singe the Aborigines
who learn trades or get some sort of qualifications
in the settlements have a very limited opportunity
of permanent employment. The Australian govern-
ment today spends large sums of money on the Ab-
origines and offers them a system of care in the
form of the communities and reserves. It is, ho-
wever, up to the Aborigines themselves to become
a part of modern society with this assistance, as has,
for example, long been the case with the Maoris of
New Zealand.

ARPENDIX T.

Demographic questionnaire for males.

. Research number:

. European name:

. Tribal personal name:

Sex:

Tribe:

. Group:

. Language —

Mother tongue:
Usual language:

. Date of birth:

. Place of birth:

10. Father —
European name:
Tribal personal name:
Tribe: Group:
Year of birth:
Year of death (if dead):
Place of residence:

11. Mother —
European name:
Tribal personal name:
Tribe: Group:
Year of birth:
Year of death (if dead):
Place of residence:

12. Siblings —
Brother(s)-name(s), year of birth, place of residence:
Sister(s)-name(s), year of birth, place of residence:
Half-brother(s) :
Half-sister(s) :

13. Place of residence —
Previous:
Present:

14. Occupation —
Former:
Present:

15. Places visited :

16. Education —

Literate:

© 0o
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Primary school (where):
Illiterate:
17. Marital status —
Never married :
Married :
Year of the marriage:
Widowed :
Divorced :
18. Wife —
European name:
Tribal personal name:
Tribe: Group:
Langue (mother):
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Place of residence:
Occupation:
Child (-ren) living — (names, sex, age, place of residence:
dead (names, sex, year of birth, age when died):
19. Second wife (other wifes):
20. Knowledge of languages —
Aboriginal (other then mother tonge):
English:

A PTRE N DAEXEEIE
Demographic questionnaire for Females

Questions 1—17 are the same as in the Questionnaire
for Males.
18. Husband —
European name:
Tribal personal name:
Tribe: Group:
Language (mother):
Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Place of residence:
Occupation:
19. Child(-ren) living — (names, sex, age, place of resi-
dence) :
dead (names, sex, year of birth, age when died):
Stillbirths:
20. Knowledge of languages —
Aboriginal (other then mother tongueg:
English:

APPENDIX III

List of menbers of the Rembrranga tribe.

The list includes members of the Rembrranga tribe
(full-blood: half-castes from Rembrranga and members of
other tribes: members of other tribes with whom the Rem-
brranga are directly related) living in the permanent sett-
lements (Native Settlements, cattle stations), whom we vi-
sited during our research between July and October, 1969.

(As has already been mentioned, we visited during
our research all settlements where more than 10 Rem-
brranga lived. The remaining settlements with a smaller
number of Rembrranga were visited only where they hap-
pened to be en route.) The list is divided into individual
settlements, while the information in it always relates to
the period when research was carried out in each settle-
ment. The following table gives an idea of this:

Period when research
was carried out there

9/7 —17/8 1969
22/7 —27/9 1969
10/6 — 16/9 1969
5/10 — 14/10 1969
27/8 1969
17/9 —21/9 1969
18/8 — 23/8 1969
24/8 — 25/8 1969
26/8 1969

Name of Settlement

I. Bamyili Settlement

II. Beswick Station

I1I. Mainoru Stn.

IV. Maningrida Sett.

V. Moroak

VI. Mountain Valley Stn.
VII. Roper Valley Stn.
VIII. Roper River Settl.

IX. Urapunga Stn.



The lisi was compiled on the basis of demographical
questionnaires. Unlike the official list of Aborigines of the
Northern Territories from the years 1955—1962 (Schedule
1957) it is not arranged in alphabetical order according to
the Kuropean names of the Aborigines, but according to
individual families (separated from each other in the list
by a simple line). The list of members of the Rembrranga
tribe living in the particular settlement is divided into two,
or three, parts, as follows: Part I/A: families of which all
members (parents and children) are full-blood Rembrranga;

Part I/B: full-blood Rembrrangas living alone (un-
married, widowed, divorced);

Part II: the remaining families, where one of the pa-
rents (or marriage partners) is either a full-blood Rembrran-
ga or has some Rembrranga blood, and the other is a mem-
ber of another tribe or has some Rembrranga blood;
half-casts from Rembrranga and members of other tribes
living alone (unmarried, widowed or divorced).

Explanations of individual data in the list.

1. List Number — every living person who was per-
manently resident in the settlement at the time of research
is given in the list under a list number. Where the person
is given under a list number only (i.e. without a research
number) this means that the demographical questionnaire
for this person was incomplete, but only presence and basic
tribal appurtenance were established (this happened, for
example, where the person concerned refused to undergo
demographical investigation). The list numbers begin at
1 for each settlement. Where persons are given in the list
without a list number, they either died or left (appropriate
note in brackets). So, for example, where one member of
the family lives in a different settlement from the others, he
appears twice in the list, once with the family of his pa-
rents (in order to show his relationship) buat without list
number, and again under his own list number in the sett-
lement, where he is permanently resident.

2. Furopean Name — most Aborigines have two, some
three, names. They usually have their original tribal name
(Tribal Personal Name) or “bush name” and a European
name, recieved from the white Australians. The white men
used to give the Aborigines either various nicknames, or,
more often, christian names of English origin. Nicknames
were previously used, but today only members of the older
generation have them. In the government settlements and
on some cattle stations it is the rule these days to give
each new-born child a christian name not so far used
among the Aborigines of the community or station. Some
Aborigines, especially those of the middle generation, have
taken a second European name, which they use instead of
their tribal name as a surname; in this case the wife and
all children have the name too. They then use their tribal
personal name only on certain tribal occasions. This custom
has recently spread rapidly, which considerably simplifies
the question of Aboriginal names.

3. Tribal Personal Name — this name used today
only by members of the middle and older generations;
with school children it is usually not even mentioned. Tri-
bal personal names often expressed a certain characteristic
of the owner. In our list we have used English transerip-
tions of Aboriginal names.

4. Group — the appropriate marriage class is given
here. Where the degree of acculturation of the Aborigines

is advanced the division of the tribe into brotherhoods and
marriage classes loses all meaning, so it is not even used
for children and those attending school.

5. Year of birth — wherever possible we used the
official lists to establish date of birth (see Lit. Schedule
1957 registers in government communities and some cattle
stations). In those cases where this information was not
available the year of birth was estimated in conjunction
with a psysiological anthropologist.

6. Tribe — tribal appurtenance was determined for
each person on the basis of that of the two parents, while
system of cross-checking was meticulously applied (i.e. not
only the person in question but also his relations and some-
times also other persons who know or knew the parents
were asked). Unlike the official list of Aborigines we tried to
express in our list even the degree of mixing of Rembrran-
ga with members of other tribes. This is expressed by the
simple schema:

Rembrranga/Ngalkbun

— on the left the tribal appurtenance of the father,
on the right that of the mother. This indicates, therefore,
that the person in questions is a half-caste of a marriage
between a male Rembrranga and a female of the Ngalkbun
tribe. A more complicated case is that where one (or even
both) parents is of Rembrranga blood mixed with that of
another tribe:

Rittharingo (Rembrranga) (Ngalkbun) Rembrranga

— in this schema the double line indicates the di-
vision between the tribal appurtenance of the father (again
given on the left) and that of the mother (on the right).

7. Sex — sex is expressed by the abbreviations: M
(male) and F (female).
8. Notice — the main information in note is the de-

gree of relationship of individual members of the family: H
(husband, in families with children, unless otherwise stated,
also the father of the children), W (wife, in families with
children, unless otherwise stated, also mother of the chil-
dren), CH (child, unless otherwise stated natural child of
the parents given). Where necessary further information
is also given, including cross-references.

9. Research Number — the given to a person during
demographical and anthropological research (i.e. the num-
ber of the demographical and anthropological questionnaire
or list). In our list this number has been given to all per-
sons with whom the demographical questionnaire was filled
in (in full or partly).

Abbreviations used :

M — male
F — female

marr. — married
marr. 2 — married

for 2nd time
1 H — first husband died
Man — Mangarei
Mai — Maiali
Mar — Mara
Ritt — Rittharingo
Jan — Jangman
W — Wandaran
Wog — Wogait

H — husband

W — wife

CH — child

Remb. (Rem.) — Rembrranga
Bur. — Burera

Dja — Djawun
Djin — Djinba

Nal — Nalakan
Ngal — Ngalkbun
Ng — Ngandi

Nun — Nunggaboju
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