2\XD CONGRESS OF THE EUROPEAN
ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION HI”)
IN BRNO (CZECHOSLOVAKIA) BETWEEN
AUGUST 2631, 1989.

The Second Congress of the European Anthropological
Association organized by the Anthropos Institute of the
Moravian Museum, Czechoslovak Anthropological Association
of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciencies and by the Brno
University of J. E. Purkyné took place in Brno, ('7“""".5.10-
vak Socialist Republic, between August 26—31, I!)Rl).‘““‘
event altracted more than 210 specialist from many Euro-
pean and overseas countries,

The congress dealt with the evolution of man nml. i
coincided with the thirtieth anniversary of the foundation
of the Anthropos Institute of the Moravian Museum, headed
by Director Dr. Jan Jelinek, DrSe. It was a unique OCCAr
sion to look back at the thirty years of fruitful scientific
and educational activities,

The scientific programme of the four sections (origin
of man; prehistoric man; modern  man; lhcorcl'lcﬂl
and - methodological aspects of the human c\'oluupn)
and of the two symposia (secular trends and medical
anthropology) covered broad rvescarch fields of the mo-
dern anthropology. It dealt with strictly  theoretical
problems on the one side, and with their industrial appli-
cation on the other. However, two central topics altracted
special interest: the origin of man and the sccular trend.

Section 1, dedicated to the origin of man and the
secular trend, was chaired by Professor Y. Coppens and
comprised 23 papers.

The attention of this section was focused on the pro-
blems of the carly east-African hominids, their chronology,
systematics, phylogeny, culture and environment in which
they lived. The author of the opening paper (Y. Coppens)
suggested that much hard work will be required till the
Pliopleistocene radiation of the hominids will have been
explained so that we shall be able to draw plausible con-
clusions as regards their mutual relations, Equally remark-
able was also the paper by J. Jelinek on regional evolution
of the Homo genus in southern and soulh-eastern Asia.
The author reflected on the position of Homo erectus and
has concluded that with a view to regional dilferences in
body characters and cultural manifestations, the erectus
phase should not be considered as species level and has
proposed to use the scientific denomination Homo sapiens
erectus instead.

The evolutionary trends in the European Upper Pa-
laeolithic and Mesolithic were dealt with by D. Frayer,
A. Czarnetzki, A. Poulianos, W. Henke and N. J. Xirotiris;
The papers of G. Brauer, B. Jakobshagen, R. Saban and
K. Jacobs dealt with the results of biometrical and somato-
scopic_comparions inside the Hominidae family; the papers
by V. Vanéata and A. Guidotti et al. were focused on loco-
motion behaviour and related problems; the paper by the
L. Malinovsky and V. Novotny studied the evolution of the
sensor innervation of the vertebrates. It was a remarkable
new subject of anthropological studies.

Besides biological evolution of the hominids much
attention was paid also to their cultural development (J.
Svoboda) and spiritual culture (H. Ullrich). V. Blazek
considered the possibility of communicative contacts inside
the family of Hominidae from the evolutionary point of
view. M. Baldia made an attempt to explain cultural evolu-
tion with the help of archaeology, biological evolution, cul-
ture and communication. His off-beat approach aroused con-
siderable attention, !

It has followed from the proceedings of 'this section
that the problem of radiation of the Pliopleistocene homi-
nids, as well as the problems of their mutual relations still
remain obscure, in spite of the fact that the collection of
their finds have grown greatly in the recent years, namely
thanks to the intense research in the deposits of the Omo
and Awash areas. The same applies for the phase of the
first man (Homo sp., Homo habilis) and erectus.

The 2nd Section was focused on “Prehistoric man” and
M. Stloukal, Chairman of the Section invited nine speakers
dealing with two groups of problems: with the history of
various ‘populations from the Neolithic to the present time.
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of problems let us mention the
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Section II1. Modern man (chairmen: H. Walter, V, p,.
rik, Z. Gavrilovié and M. Prokopec).

In two working days nl}oge}her 58 Papers were reag
in this section. They dealt with intra- and interpopulatiop
variability, genetic differentiation, variability and adaptah;.
lity, growth and evolution, sexual dimorphism and with
statistic methods. ‘

Intra- and interpopulation variability: On erytrocytary
and serum polymorphisms spoke H. Walter, P. Hragko,
M. Cresta et al., G. Cruppioni and G. Spedini; the papers of

. M. Pospisil, E. Spevarovd, ‘A. Leguebe, St. Vrydagh and

_S. Randelova dealt with derpamtoglypl}ics; G. Hauser read
a paper on flectional palm creases, while M. Dokladal and
El-Nofely concentrated on dental morphology.

Genetic differentiation: R. G. Harvey dealt with the
intra-population vaviability of 'th.e Faroe Isla.ands; V. Ferak
et al, with the genetic differentiation of the villages of a val-
ley in Slovakia; M. Pap with the occurrance of colour-
blindness in Hungary, and J. Nemeskéri and I. Walter
with the selection of partners in the Ivad isolate.

Variability and adaptability with -special vegards to
the dynamics of the environment were the subjects of the
papers by H. Mald, M. Ulbrichovd, J. Bene§, J. Riegerovi,
V. Novotny, V. Holibka et al., M. Prokopec et al., O, Tihel-
kové et al., M. Bavor, L. Crhdk and B. Vackova.

Growth and development: The development strategy
during the prenatal and post-natal stages were considered

~by8.- Mutafov; J. “Antoni; ‘K- Hajni~and M #Cresta-et-al.;

other three studies (by Z. Gavrilovi¥, P. Boev et al. and

G. Farkas) were monothematically focused on maturation
trends.

Sexual dimorphism: The system approach in deter-
minig the sex on the pelvis was the subject of Novotny's
paper, sexual differences on the sacrum were. dealt with by
Strddalovd, while the papers of M. Cerny and J. Komenda
were focused on the reconstruction of body height on the
basis of skeletal materials, (T

The rest of the studies followed methodological ends,
eg. the paper on Statistic approach to multinominal
regression as a method of ergonomic standardization by Ko-
menda et. al.; Correlations and regression analysis for the
forecast of growth parameters by N. Simkov; Classification

-~ of “anthropometric characters through factor .analysis by

Z. Roth et al., and finally J. Sole, J. Rychtatikova, and
J, Lochman spoke about the results of an attempt to express
the dependence of the individual type through age coeffi-
clent.’ )

. " The proceedings of the Third Section showed that the

"study of contemporary man concentrates on two basic pro-

blems: 1, On studying the hereditary variability of man,
namely polymorphism and 2. on the study of the individual
adaptation in the widest sense of ‘the word and of whole
populations  (evolutionary adaptation) to the constantly



changing conditions of life. There is no need to emphasize
the importance of this study, it is evident that the dis-
cerning and classification of variability as well as the expla-
nation of its origin, would bring the scicnce on man, his
lieredity, his reaction on the environmental stress with the
possibility of forecasting and intervening, a great deal for-
ward.

Section IV. Theoretical and methodological aspects of
the human evolution (Chairman V. Novik).

The 11 papers of this section were oriented on the
following problems: The principles of sociogenesis and the
future of mankind (V. Novik); phylosophical and ecological
aspects of the anthroposociogenesis (T. D. Kardashev); eco-
logical research and the theory of anthropogenesis (V. Leo-
novichova): Some aspects of the evolution of human popu-
lations were dealt with by the paper of A. DoleZal et al.;
Other papers read at this section were on the research of
neotheny in relation to general morphology (V. Piivratsky)
mutual relations of cranial dimensions and their modelling
were dealt with by B. Skvatilova, Z. Smahel and V. Delfi-
no: J. Vicha concentrated on the problems of normality and
some demographic aspects of the evolution were the sub-
ject of Z. Pavlik's paper.

Let us quote some ideas of the conclusions of the con-
gress: “Culture is a major evolutionary factor. The social
environment, whose role_in the evolution of modern man
cannot be doubted, has() twofold character: It results both
in differentiation and in homogenization, and at the same
time both these contradiclory phenomena further the inte-
gration of mankind into a single biological species. Although
the evolution of Homo not always had an evidently cumu-

lative line, on th :
) € very contrary, th
compact and continuous,” ¥y the final result appears as
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The screening of films dealing with various research
subjects was a greal success. It applies especially to the
films on the expeditions to Australia (J. Jelinek, M. Proko-
pec) and to Ethiopia — Omo (Y. Coppens). T

The 2nd Congress of the EAA was concluded on
August 31 in the evening hours in the Myslivna restaurant
surrounded by the park forest high above the illuminated
city of Brno. The five-day meeting of European anthropo-
logists, combined with numerous excursions and cultural
programme came lo an end.

The final words of the President of the Congress Dr. J.
Jelinek, DrSc. and of the President of the European Anthro-
pological Association Professor J. Huizinga concluded the
congress, opening new prospects for the anthropological re-
search. They discovered also certain language communication
and other problems of the Association that should be soon
solved.

The next congress of the EAA — the third one — will

be held in two years in Greece, in Petralona, where “the
first European” was found.

gress will be published
re of the Anthropos In-

Jan Benes
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