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OF Prof. RNDr. CHRUDOS TRONICEK, cSe. ~

The head of the Dep:
3 *partment of Anthropology of tl
Tac ; Vatur i \ 3 S
Faculty of Natural Sciences of Charles University in Prague
and an active collaborator of this periodical celebrated 'full
bl

of vigour, the sixtieth anniversary 5 K
1982.b > anniversary of his birth on June 26,

In the post-WW2 years as a sludent of the Faculty of
Natural Sciences of the Charles University .}3e was  en-
ruptured by the lectures of the late Professor Jivi Malyf and
Ly his views that anthropology had unique .chanccs of ap-
plicatition exactly in the socialist society. It is symptomatic
of Prof. Tronitek that he chose for the gcrlod ra’thcx}"l un-
usual but remarkably practical topic for his df)crﬁ)rs_ t elsxs.
He studied the cause of the palsy of upper 1.111(1i s in 5" ?:3
workers, examining a large numbgr. of glass mn ucft{;)" o
kers in a number of Czech town. This thesis ezgg&e im
degree of the Doctor of Nah.lral Sciences 1in 1953. e

There are two basic lines marking his activities.

he concentrate L ent )
:1}::.1 (::le alllfl;ﬁ-oblems connfecte:i'l with II.J}?YI(:_;gﬁ:teesel;,f;?ti;:hlﬂl
he was lecturing at the facully m the T t;— ftes o
line with his steadily widening field of interest an i
the r:pidly growingd pracncalo Fptgi:ic:smi);\ I(Iifs zizz?:;):;(’)lo&);

calt with a wide scope 0 t Ll

::os(l.lu:)l:;tstanding being ergonprmcal antlllropoloii',e c‘:)al?;y
 bility of body characters, eth_mc anthropology ai

& magn the other hand he paid great nttgnlltlllon ﬁlsgn O‘S‘;
various practically oriented research taISks’de tlr(;:xint, but
of them ensuing from the tradition of t xeCiﬁcP Approachis
clearly reflecting his qmenwuon, h{lsPSI:fﬁ Meomital’s most
the dovelopment of scionce, “4C 91 l‘en.t of anthropology
important contributions to the deve thm roduction Process,
is 'his work aimed at making easier tne s[:arving' at the same
iucreasing the productivity of labouss prea“ Here we coul
time optimumn health conditions [for man.

d on the development: of man -

mention his research into the variability of body characters
of the population, into the geographical differences in body
characteristics at present and in the past human population,
the relation between body build and alimentation of the
population (within the framework of a biological programme
launched by the UNESCO), the design of respiratiors [or
miners from the anthropological viewpoint, protective hel-
mets against noise nuisance and vibration (for the civil
aviation personnel), the relation between bodily and mental
development of the children (a complex research programme
organized by the Czechoslovak Ministry of Education), etc.
He continues also in his- anthropologic-ergonomical - studies
started on the initiative of the Scientilic Council of the
Ministry of Health in 1970 end he co-operates in this field
with colleagues within the framework of the Council of
Mutual Economic Aid, with special emphasis on the opti-
mum working movements and their limits. He realized also
a number of important researches for the Czechoslovak
Army and for the organs of the Ministry of Interior.

He educated a number of students, some of them
taking active part in his research and others in important
positions in various industries. Many post-graduates worked
out their doctor’s -theses under his guidance and in the eca-
pacity of Chairman of the Federal Commitiee-for awarding
the titls of doctoral candidate of biological sciences in an-
thropology and as tutor of doctoral candidates has con-
tributed a great deal towards bulding a wide scientific basis
of anthropology in Czechoslovakia. :

He has been paying greal altention to the populariza-
.tion of science too. He was one of the first lectors, and in
fact one of the founding members of the present Socialist
Academy, and association for the dissemination of science.
He was also one of the founders of the Czechoslovak-Soviet
Institute and of Lidé a zem& (People and the Earth —
a geographical magazine), for many years he acted as one
of its -editors.

Since the death ‘of Professor V. Fetter in late 1971
the Department of Antropology of the Faculty of Natural
Sciences of the Charles University is headed by Prof. Tro-
ni¢ek. He held and has been holding a number of political
and academic functions. He is member of the faculty’s
Scientifi¢ Council since 1960. In the 1973—1976 he acted as
vice-dean of the faculty and Chairman of the Biological
Section of the Scientific Council. .

IHe is a member of a number of international scientific
societies, e.g. of the Furopean Anthropological Association,
of the Union of the Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
and he co-operates also with the periodical Current Anthro-

pology. -
For his activities he received a number of awards and

* diplomas, the Medal for Bravery, Hrdlitka’s Medal, medals

for co-operations with various universities and to mark his
60th birthday he received Gold Emblem of the Faculty of
Natural Sciences of the Charles University. -

He held important functions also in the Anthropolo-
oical Society of the Czechoslovak {\oadcmy .of Sciences, he
is acting Vice-chairman of the society. He is also member
of the Scientific Council for awarding Hrdlitka's Prize to
young anthropologists, 3 : ‘

Prof. Troniéek’s blrthday. anniversary was commemo-
rated by a number of institutions, by his former students

colleagues and friends.
The Prague Branch of the Czechoslovak Anthropologi-
cal Society of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences
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