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THE RESEARCH OF THE ANTROPOLOGICAL
MATERIAL FROM ANUBEION IN SAKKARA 1982

On the invitation of the Egypt Exploration Society
(London) I spent October and November 1982 arranging and
processing the anthropological material obtained during the
excavations realized by the Society in the years 1977—1980.
The excavations were led by Professor Dr. Harry S. Smith
in Site No. 5 of the ancient Ptolemaic temple city of Anu-
beion. The site is in the rock cover of the north-eastern
corner of the burial temple of the Teti Pyramid. The anthro-

pological material consists of two stratigraphically and chro-

nologically different groups.

The older group comes from the stratigraphic phase
[ from the arecas connecting the two grave pits coming
[rom the period of the New Empire (obviously from the
Ramesian period). They are poor burials, most probably
from the period of the 21st—22nd dynasties, containing only
craniological ‘material. The remains are well preserved, in
many cases with traces of mummifying and excerebration.
A total of 50 individuals have been. distinguished, 9 non-
adults and 41 adults, among them 23 males, 17 females and
one individual of undeterminable sex.

The younger material comés from the burial of Phase
[T and dates to the 6th—4th centuries B.C.; the upper limit

is tenlative only, the lower is exact, given by the dating of

the foundations of the temple city of God Andp. The burial °

forms part of a larger necropolis of the Later Period and is
situated along the southern and mnorthern side of the road
leading the Nile Valley to the well-known Serapeum (burial
of the sacred Apis bulls). Most graves were individual bu-
rials, but theré was a small number of double-graves among
them too. The skeletons lay stretched on their backs, only
same of them show traces of quite superficial mummifying.

‘E. Strouhal

THE FOURTH EUROPEAN MEETING OF THE
PALEOPATHOLOGY ASSOCIATION

The Paleopathology Association founded by T. A. Cock-
burn and other participants of the international autopsy of
the ancient Egyptian mummy PUM II on February 1/2,
1973 holds its annual scientific conference or symposium in
the U. S. A., mostly in connection with the annual congress
of the American Anthropological Association. Besides that
it calls every two years an independent separate meeting of
its European members and paleopathologists; the Fourth
European Meeting of the Palaepathology Association took
place between September 16—19, 1982 in Middleburg, the
picturesque ceritre of the Zeeland Province in the Nether-
lands. .

The meeting was organized in an exemplary way by
Professor Dr. G. T. Henveld, from the Pathological Institute
of the University of Utrecht in co-operation with Dr. W. R.
K. Periozonius from the Institute of Human Biology of the
same university. The event was attended by some 70 anthro-
pologists, pathologists, parasitologist and clinicians from 11
European countries. Most Participants came naturally from
the host country, the Netherlands, from the United King-

dom, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, France, Spain and.

Belgium. By one delegate each were represented Czechos]o-
vakia, Denmark, Hungary and Yugoslavia. The executive
body of the Paleopathology Association was represented by

Mrs. Eve Cockburn, delivering an inauguration address fol-
lowing the opening speech by G. T. Haneveld. The meeting
was attended also by Dr. J. Andersen, a Danish pathologist,
at present active in Ethiopia, and Dr. Sh. T. Brooks from
the U.S. A. .

The first two days of the meeting were held in the
Municipal Concert Hall of Middleburg, for the third day the
participants of the meeting were taken by coach to Belgium,
to the new university campus in Antwerp, hosting the 37th
Antwerp Days of Medicine. Within the framework of the
Days of Medicine was held a joint session of the Associa-
tion for the Study of Medicine in the Past “Nonnius” and
of the Palaecopathology Association. There were several so-
cial events in Antwerp and in Middleburg.

To acquaint you with the wide scope palaeopathology
covers at present let me present a chronological list of pa-
pers read by the participants:

P. L. Bennike (Copenhagen, Denmark), Organizational

- methods and results from the Danish Palaeopathology Pro-

ject. R. Watermann (Neuss, FRG), Paldopathologie am Nie-
derrhein: Ausgrabungen und Sammlungen. T. S. Constandse-
Westermann and R. R. Newell (Utrecht, Netherlands), Me-
solithic - trauma: demographical and . chronological trends.
D. A. Birkett (Linthorpe, UK), Osteochondritis dissecans in
ancient populations. J. M. Rogers (Bristol, UK), Diffuse
idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis in ancient populations. W,
Groenman- van Waateringen and H. Herschel (Amsterdam,
Netherlands), How ' healthy were the feet of our prede-
cessors? K. Petsch, J.-Jonas and E. Rieder (FRG), Changes
in cranial facial morphology since the medieval period.
F. Metz Guillon (Caen, France), Palaeopathology of the
Merovingian necropolis- at Verson (5th—S8th cent. AD).
J. M. Reverte (Madrid, Spain), Bone pathology in the me-
dieval - population_of Thirmes (Soria, Spain). A. T. Clason
(Groningen, Netherlands), Lessons from animal palaeopatho-,
logy. I. Kiihl (Schleswig) and M. Schultz (Géttingen, FRG),
Cremation of a diseased young/middle adult woman of early
Laténe period from Schleswig-Holstein, North Germany.
J. Huizinga (Utrecht, Netherlands), A peculiar case of
dwarfism in Africa. D..Campillo and J. M. Barbera (Barce-
lona, Spain), Dental mutilations in the pre- and protohis-
tory of the Iberian Peninsula. K. Petsch, G. Kregeler, D.
Buhmann and K. Weimar (Homburg/Saar, FRG), Dental
status in_skulls from a medieval graveyard in Wiebelskir-
chen. J. Wind (Amsterdam, Netherlands), Evolutionary bio-
logy and pathology. R. Grilletto (Torino, Italy), Un cas de
“spina biffida” dans la nécropole RH5 du Sultanat de
I'Oman. W. Scholz (Hamburg, FRG), Das praekolumbische
Peru: paliopathologischer Aspekt. M. Schultz (Gottingen,
FRG), Pathological alterations in the skeletons of the pre-
Columbian settlement of Culhuacén, Mexico. A. T.  Sandison
(Glasgow, UK), Trauma and arthritis in pre-European con-
tact Australian aborigines. J. Wind (Amsterdam, Nether-
lands), C.T. study of temporal bone of the australopitheci-
nae and Homo erectus. D. M. O’Sullivan (Leicester, UK),
St. Bees man: the discovery of a preserved medieval body
in Cumbria. E. Tapp (Preston) and D. M. O’Sullivan (Lei-
cester, UK), St. Bees man: the autopsy findings. F. F. Leek
(Aldbury, UK), The dentition of the St. Bees man. F. F.
Leek (Aldbury, UK), The palaeopathology of skeletal re-
mains ol ‘some relatives and courtiers of the Pharaoh
Cheops, c. 2650 B.C. E. Strouhal (Prague, Czechoslovakia),
Palaeopathology of the Late Period population of Abusir
(Egypt). E. Rabino-Massa (Torino, Italy), Post-parum in-.
version of the uterus in an Egyptian dynastic mummy.
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A. Drusini and M. Rippa Bonati (Padova, Italy), Les mo-
mies naturelles de Venzone et de LFerentillo (ltaly). E. de
Valel: (Antverp, Belgium), Palacopathology and Gustalson’s
method ol age determination on teeth. P. J. Perez and J. M.
Bermudes de Castro (Madrid, Spain; read by J. M. Rever-
te), Signs of cultural activity in human bones of the chalko-
lithic period. D. Thienpont (Turnhout, Belgium), Poetry in
parasitology (projection of slides on the music of St. Saéns
“Le Carnaval des Animaux”). A. K. G. Jones (Heslington,
UK), Recent finds of inlestinal parasite ova at York, UK,
J. Jansen and J. H. Boersema (Utrecht. Netherlands), Hel-
minthic infections in medieval Amsterdam and Utrecht.
J. G. Anderson (Addis Ababa, Ethiopia), The osteo-archaco-
logical diagnosis of leprosy. K. Manchester (Bradford, UK),
Information on the Leprosy Study Group. 5. Fulcheri (Ge-
nova, ltaly), Differential diagnosis between palacopatholo-
gical and non-pathological post mortem environmental fact-
ors in ancient human remains, G. J. R. Maat (Leiden, Ne-
therlands), Scurvy in Dutch whalers buried at Spitzbergen.
H. . Waldron (London, UK), Lead in bone — a tale of
the unexpeeted. D. Muller and W. R. K. Perizonius (Utrecht,
Netherlands), Alierations in the alveolar bone of early me-
dieval jaw fragments (Dorestad). I. Kiihl (Schleswig, FRG),
Fine trabeenlar structures on fragments from cremated bu-
rials. . Lengyel (Budapest, Hungary), Physiological and
pathological processes interfering with the reliability of the
estimation ol the age at death. D. Buhman and C. P. Adler
(Homburg/Saar. FRG), \ thousand years old building —
church or hospital?

A number of other topies appeared on the “posters”,
among them an interesting case of osleolytic and osteo-
plastic metastases from grave 7 of the Batka Topola burial
grmmfl in the Voivodina, northern Yugoslavia (L. Vékony,
Subotica, Yugoslavia), or a selection of 24 interesting cases
from a collection of clinically proved changes of bones by
Albert Narath (1864—1924), professor of surgery in Utrecht
:n}d He'idell»erg. They were on show without indicating the
diagnosis and each participant of the meeting was asked to
try ~and make the diagnosis. Later in the course of the
meeting correct diagnoses were attached to ‘the individual
cases so that the participants could check their results.

The meeting, full of rich discussion and exchange of
the latest achievements, took plice in the traditional spirit
* of friendship and co-operation among the European rese-
archers. On the last day of the meeting we were shocked by
the sudden death of Professor A. T. Sandison, a renowned
British pathologist. He was found dead in his hotel room
the night following the last congress day. Professor Sandi-
son, co-author of the wellknown work “Diseases in Antiqui-
ty” (1967) was one of the pioneers and top representatives
of palaeopathology in the United Kingdom. The community

of European palaeopathology will miss him, his tremendous

mass of knowledge and his unique human qualities.
Eugen Strouhal

THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
OF THE SOCIETY FOR NUBIAN STUDIES

: The Society for Nubian Studies was founded ten years
ago (in 1972) on the iniciative of the recently deceased Pro-
fessor K. Michalowski. Tt has been a logical consequence of

the successfully completed international project organized by -

the UNESCO in order to save the cultural monuments of
Nubia and to join the researchers scattered in various coun-
tries. to exchange their experience and to assess the materials

obtained during the project. The first meeting dealing -with.

Nubian topie took place in 1969 in Essen, before founding

the society, the second in Warsaw in 1972 the third in:

Chantilly near Paris in 1975 and the-fourth in Cambridge,
in the UK, in 1978. '

The preparatory work for the 5th International Con-
ference of Nubian Studies was started by the Professor of
Christian Archaeology in Heidelberg Dr. Erich Dinkler. After
his sudden death on June 28, 1981 the preparations were
completed by his wife Dr. E. Dinkler-von Schubert. Thanks
to her efforts the conference was prepared in an exemplary
way and it took place on schedule between September 20
to 25, 1982 on the premises of the University and Academy
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of Sciences in [eidelberg, Federal Republic of Germany:.

Afller the opening addresses delivered by the Reclor of
the lleidelberg University, by the Stale Sécrelur), of the
Ministry of Education of lh)c Government of Raden-Wiirt-
temberg and by the acting President of the Society for Nu-
bian Studies Professor. Dr. J.‘.\[.'Plumlcy followed the main
papers by A. Osman and E. Kleppe “Sudan Archae
1025—1975", by P. van Moorsel and J. D‘-‘bcrgh
des listes nubiennes”, A. Osman “The Islamisation of the
Sudan in the light of archacology and anthropology”
M. Rodziewicz “The Christian Pottery in Nubia ang Kh:\;‘g';
Oasis™ and by the same author “Contribution to e ‘N)ll(\r‘v
from Professor Dr. . Dinkler’s excavations in Nubiy™, e

Alter these main papers the conference attended by
130 scholars continued its agenda in two seclions; in eacl
section some 60 papers were presented, accompanied by rich
documentation, provoking a very lively discussion. One'
section focused prevailingly on linguistic aspects and on
historie conclusions based upon linguistic works. New Me-
roean lexts were presented, the primitive Greek of the Ble-
myan lext were analysed, as well as the historic relations
among Blemyans, Nubians. Egyptians and Arabs. Many pa-
pers focused on new lexts wrilten in the ancient Nubian
langunge (e.g. from the Serra East Codex), on the morpho-
phonology of the ancient Nubian language and on relations
between the Nubian group of languages on the one side,
and belween the languages of the Meidob and Darfur pe-
aions, on the other. There was ol course also a complex
assessment of the linguistic aspects concerning the history
of ancient Nubia. -

The second section comprised both archaecology and
Christian archaecology. At present the interest of archacolo-
gists concentrales on recently opened sites in the Sudanese
part of Nubia the Saggai, Geili, Kadada, Ghaba, Taragma,
Kadero, Kerma, Abri. Ukma, Sedienga, Meroe and Naq'a
localities. Rescarch - has been launched also in the desert
west of the Nile valey (the Wadi Howar, Lagquiva Arbain,
Wadi Sahal and other localities), and in the Kasala Pro-
vinee (the Gash Delta). Some papers dealt with the analysis
of the monuments in the Egyptian Nubia (Christian monu-
ments in Sayala, the chronology of burial sites of Ballana
and Qustul, the relation between the culture in the north-
ern parts of Nubia and between that of the southern part
at the lime of Group X; there was-also an analysis of the
Ottoman Turkish fort of Qasr Ibrim).

In the branch of Christian archacology and history
of arts many papers c¢oncentrated on the problem of Chris-
tian frescoes in Nubia. They studied the topic, technique
and ornaments of these frescoes. Besides the classical [res-
coes of Faras the researchers presented also a number ol
frescoes from other localities (Abu Hoda). A complex pie-
ture of the Nubian pictorial art was presented and special
attention was paid to the ancient Greek and Coptic in-
fluences evident in these paintings. Other papers dealt with
the local bishop graves, and with Christian tomb-stones and
sepulchral monuments in general, with the biography of
Nabis, Bishop of Aidhab, the. worship of. Saint Theodor
and with questions connected with the pilgrimage of the
Nubian Christians. The branch of physical anthropology
was tackled by Chr. Simon only, in his “Contribution a la
connaissance de l'anthropologie du Kerma ancien”. Other
papers were cancelled due to the absence of the authors.

The programme of the evening hours contained com-
plex reports by renowned researchers on the research they. .
are undertaking at present. J. Vercoutler spoke about “L’ile
de Sai 1969—1981", S. Jakobielski on “Polish excavations at
Old Dongola 1978—1982", F. Geus “Trois années d’activité
de la Section Francaise de la Direction des Antiquités du
Soudan (1979—1982)”, F. W. Winkel “Reconstruction work
at the Royal Cemetery of Meroe” and others.

On the fringe of the congress the participants viewed
an exhibition of Nubian pottery from the research of Pro-
fessor.Dinkler, and exhibition of recent publications on Nu-
bia, an exhibition of the collections of the Institute of Clas-
sical Archaeology and from the collections of the Institute
of Egvptology of the University of Heidelberg, an exhibi-
tion of Greek and Coptic papyruses owned by the Univer-
sity of Heidelberg. The social programme of the congress
included an excursion to the Heidelberg Castle and trips to
Speyer and Ladenburg. Eugen Strouhal
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