bited the area around Siena, the place of the meeting. The
researchers used for this study iconographic documents,
archaeological finds, dental research, and finds on back-
bones. Of great importance was blood typing of the ABH
system on the basis of dentine of the Etrurians.

Most extensive was the section of population palaco-
pathology. It comprised lectures on ltalian, American Indian,
Old Slavonic, Saharan Neolithic, ancient Polish and Egyp-
tian, medieval French and Turkish populations. Some of
them were oriented generally, others dealt with specifi
disenses and diseases of children. Forming part of this
Seetion were also the papers on the research of ancient
Egyptian mummies in Bristol and Manchester.

Several very interesting papers were presented in the
traumatological section, e. g. a detailed paper on the occu-
rance, localization and healing of trephinations in various
periods of the Danish prehistory, on_traumatic changes on
the neck of femur in various prehistorical historical
populations of Germany, trephinations in Sardinia in the
Eneolithic and Bronze periods, relation between tangenial
traumas of the cranial vault and trephinations, ete.

. As regards cogenital defects, allention was p
the atlanto-axial joint, to spondylolysis, acrocephaly,
annemin, etc. In the group of infectious diseases there were
Jectures on lepra and on syphilis. In the group of nutritio-
nal defects two papers focused on scurvy, one of the authors
1 i Tt anidl i Sl :

changes of a lethal from of this disease in the skeletal
remains of Dutch whale hunters buried on the Spilshergen
lelands in the 17th and 18th century. The branch of onco-
logy was represented by u single paper on the revision of
{hyee alrendy published and on one not yet published
\umours in ancient Egyptians. The section of Miscellanea
consisted also of several interesting topics, such as the hist

logical study of naturally preserved brain, faccal deposits
the early medicval York, palacopathology of the feel of
mummices and the distribution of leprosy hospitals in medie-
val England.

Fugen Strouhal

EXCAVATIONS AT STRANSKA SKALA IN 1984

Since 1982, a cultural layer atiributed to the Leval-
lois ithi lex of the Bohunice-type is being
excavated in the loess cover of the Strinskd ska i
1) within the framework of the research project of the
Archacological Institute of the Czechoslovak Academy o
Sciences. Part of the area was excavated by the Anthropos
Institute of the Moravian Museum.

The lithic industry, composed mainly of fragments,
flakes and cores, represents the results of intensive primary
processing of local hornstones. Tt is related to an Inter-
stadial soil dated to 38200 + 1100 B. P., GrN 12 297 (exca-
vations of the Anthropos Inst) and 38500 —+ 1400 — 1200
B. P., GrN 12298 (excavations of the Archacological Tnst.;
the datations were kindly mediated by dr. K. Valoch). The
gathered evidence suggests that_the - stone-workers were
unters of horses living in a steppic enviroument with rare
arboreal elements (Anthropologie 21, 147—158; Pehled vy-
zkumt 1982, 11—13; IiIrd Seminar in Petroarchaeology
i 167,

New evidence has come to light during the 1984
working season. In section_of the site numbered IIla, Bo-
hunice-type tools appears in the uppermost part of a thick
solifluction layer (the lower cultural horizon), redeposited
most probably at the end of st Wiirmian Pleniglacial.
It is Superimposed by interstadial soil (the upper cultural
horizon), containing charcoal and even a circular hearth.
The upper industry, still of workshop character, is ney
theless different from the lower one, and it includes tyy
Aurignacian tool types. Whereas almost all of the rare
retouched tools found at Site Il were made of rocks
Dbrought from elsewhere. the tools found at Site 1Ta (both
horizons) are made of local hornstone similar] the rest
of the industry.

On 19th September 1984 the site was visited by a com-
inission of experts including J. Jelinek, R. Musil, J. Svobo-
da and K. och. They outlined the future tasks and
prospects of the research project.
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Section of the site Stranskd skila INTa. The arrows
indicate position of the two cultural horizons.

The technological analysis of industry
logical, palacobotanical and other studies ‘of the site are
ally i course. 1t is belived that the site will contri-
buto not only to our knowledge of the primary working
processes_right at the raw malerial deposits, but also to
. phy of the ; Upper Palaco-

Jiri Svoboda

A GLANCE AT THE SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITY OF THE
CZECHOSLOVAK ANTHROPOLOGY

(The athropological So-

ciety of the C

1y of the Czechoslovak
zechoslovak Academy of

ciences in 1984)
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ny of Sciences S) re
nding anthropologis
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J. Matiegka,
of Charles U
activi :
anthropology both thro
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¥ > the development of
ol scientific research and through
education of young sc . With this basic activity is
connected the publication of s entific results for the use
of scholars done at scientific sessions, and the popularization
< ‘motions in the sphere of anthropology among
i way how to contribute to the raising
ation. Greatly ized is also




- and 16 honorary mem-
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‘of which J. Jelinek was president, V. V
sary, and M. Stloukal treasurer. The
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= the branches in Prague, Bmo, an
o3 on in collaboration with the Scientif
S aathropology of the Cacchoslovak Academy of
e Pokian Anthropological Sociely worked
a iy but its representatives 100k regularly
e e mectings of Central Committec.
e efic work of the CSAS was done by the spe-
S afc sections (osteologic. pedagogic, anthropo-
i fomal anthropology, the section
~ of motherhood, and in Slovakia the der:
Y o These sections followed up the scientific

5 larger papers
presented laid out tasks

B of anthropology. The program of the second
iated to the perspective of the amthropological research

o Caechoslovakia and to the coordination of research work
i icine, in museums, research insti-

other institutes in which

in phy
+3d anthropologists work.
3 7% lectures and excursions 10 the Museum of Man of
‘Ak< Hindlicka in Prague were organiced in the frame_of
ization activity for lay public, and 112 ientifi
I onsultation center
shops was Tespon-
ntific notions to scholars
i other scientific branches and even to intereste
157 consultations of this ind were realized.

tion Center of S in Bro contribu-
4w 1o deepening of the scientific work T
records of all the anthropological
B "8 fecures. the exchange of scientific pap

foreign countrie: and runs the library of the G
984 it ha logued 1028 titles of s entific worl
has acquired 130 Czechoslovak and Toreign_ scientific p
‘and 237 book publications. This kind of organiz
Tom provides for the Czechoslovak anthropologists maximal
e tion on the contemporary results of the anthropolo-
i lovakin and even that in foreign

he publication

activity was reali d through the
: Zpravy Cs. AV

spoletnosti antropologické pii G5
Trhe News of the Czechoslovak Anthropolagical Society of
she Czechoslovak Academy Sciences) and through the
joarnal Anthropologie, both distri puted by the Documenta-
Siom Center in Brno, and through other scient ic especially
medical journals.

The CSAS hasn’t forgotten neither the care of young
<cientific workers. They get their education first of all at

the high schools. They are lead to scientific work and this
encourages them to participate in the competition for the
Price of Dr. Ales Hrdlicka. This competition for the best
\vork of beginners in scientific work is organized every year
orihe leaders of the city Humpolec (he Dirth place of

o Hirdlitka). The prices are awarded on the base of
O sendation of tie-Saentific Cowncil whose e
e Tore the members of the CSAS. In this way the work
D e young adepts s appreiated and their constast inte-

ported.

e international contacts of the CSAS in 1984 were
very active. The main event was_ the participation in the
111, Congress of EAA in Florence in which 25 Czechoslovak
anthropologists took part and presented 16 scientific papers.
The large participation was enabled by organizing an_ in-
dependent thematic trip. Beside attending this congress the

Tngland, France, GDR, GIR, Greece. Hungary, Lybia, Po-
Tt Sweden, USSR). Yery active was the ‘cooperation with
e athropological Society in GDR; during mutual visits
a joint symposium of both scientific anthropological societies
was prepared. Tt will take place at Bad Schandau in 1985
e B theme will be Phylogenetic and ontogenetic aspects
of human reproduction.

11 anthropologists from abroad have visited Czechoslo-
vakia in 1984 and specialized sessions and lectures were
organized with them. The leaders of the CSAS. on the re-
quest of Prof. Belshaw have amended the list of members
O subscribers of the journal Current Anthropology. which
was made up many years ago. so as lo correspond with
the present state and the scientific Jevel of the subscribers.

The. S is responsible for its activity to the Cze-
choslovak Academy of Sciences and acts according 1o its

ns

general instructions so as to make the new scientific noti
Snificant not only theoretically but enable them to in-
o e positively the life of contemporary ol

why even for the next year the sume Way of activity
Dlanned, while stressing still more the solving of most
P nil anthropological problems in close cooper
other scientific sociaties both Czechoslovak and even socie-
i .

ties abroad.

Viadimir V. Novotny

THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF ME-
ROISTIC STUDIES IN ROME

The 5th International Congress of Meroistic Studies
was organized by the Department of Egyptology of the
Ta Sapienza University in Rome, headed by Professor
S. Donadoni. The event was held in Villa Mirafiori in Rome
Detween July 2—7, 1984, and it focused on the history.
culture, economy. linguistic and sociological problems of
the Meroic Empire in the 1st millennium. B and
first-half of the 1st millennium A.D.. covering the territory’
of the present-day northern  Sudan  called Kush in the
O hcient hethiopean sources. Tt influenced areatly also the
political and cultural development of Egyptian Nubia.

o opening address of the inquguration ceremony was
delivered by Professor J. Leclant (France) who spoke about
the political ‘and cultural relations between the Meroic
Empire and Rome. He emphasized the versatility and long-
term character of these contacts. The surprising thing is
that the Roman Empire fully respected the existence of
this African empire on its southern borders. With the
exception of a punitive expedition led by Petronius in the
year 24 B.C. Rome never interfered the Meroic State
and never tried to conquer, it

- According to the traditions of the congress there were
fous sections @nd the texis of invited review papers and
<come of the contributed papers were ‘multigraphed before-
hand and distributed among the participants. The contribu-
tors of the papers thus were able to concentrate on certain
O leoted parts of their papers and to preseht slides and
documentary material and there was more time left for dis-
cussions.

The first part of the congress called “The Kush and
the World Surrounding it” was opened by an invited review
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