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PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY
AT THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF EGYPTOLOGY IN CAIRO 1988

International congresses of Egyptology reflect clearly the
multidisciplinary character of this branch of science. The
recent 5th congress hold in Cairo from October 29 to November
3, 1988, gathered more than 500 hundred participants of dif-
ferent specialities who delivered as much as 350 papers. In
order to accomodate them and leave time for discussions,
five parallel sessions were organized in the Arab League
building in Cairo.

Among the various sections, a separate one was organized
for physical anthropology, following the tradition started by

the present referee and Y. Coppens during the 2nd congress

in Grenoble 1979. The growing importance of this discipline
emerged not only from the great number of submitted papers,
some of which had to be arranged also in different other sec-
tions, but also from their importance, well reflected by the
large audience surpassing the relatively small space of the
available conference room.

Physical anthropology section was scheduled on October
30 both morning and afternoon. E. Lichtenberq (Paris) presen-
ted results of his radiological studies of mummuies from Doush,
Oasis of Kharga, dated 1st—>bth cent. A.D. They‘rqvealed.the
mode of life and several interesting pathological findings
(typhoid, bilharziosis, filariosis, dracunculosis etc.).” J.

-L. Heims (Paris) in collaboration with the previous author

confronted in the same material radiologically determined
measurements of the mummies with’ classical osteometry
on a number of already skeletized individuals, finding a great
similarity between them. Most inc;ividuals were of Uppe:r
Egyptian population type (resembling mostly to Strouhal’s
series from Monfalout), no Negroes were present and people
of European origin (the true Romans) were rare. F. Y. Ahmed
and A. B. Afifi (Cairo) gathered foetal and postnatal evidence
on the existence of premaxilla in man as reply to its denial
by Wood and al. (1967). J. E. Harris (Ann Arbor, USA)
with colaborators examined skull from tomb no. 55 at the
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hamun and concluded that it most pl‘f)b*\bly belonged t‘;\ };:‘
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examination of the posteranial skeleton, \V!"(‘-h sho ‘.“';:' : 'l‘ll)
to a gracile male aged over 35 years. M. l\m‘:nfnrek (l ozfnum
reported on examination of four children and six adults roh
the Neolithic site Kadero, north of Khartoun. Because of t lo
very poor prespr\-nlion of the material, she based her stlf.( y
on dental non-metrie traits. J. E. Harris and F. H. Hussien
dovoted their attention also to the mummy of Am‘en‘ho!.op
111 which was found in a previous X-ray survey dissimilar
when compared with all other kings from tho XVIIth through
XXth dynastie®. Its very large skull and some other feature
resemble, however, the statuary rupromnting king Akhmmtqn.
E. Strouhal (rague) identified several lll}‘lllb(‘rﬂ of the family
of the Vth dynasty king Djedkare Isesi who were found in
mastabas at Abusir, recently excavated by L.he Czechoslovak
Institute of Egyptology. The same author discussed morpho};
logy of the Wadi Qitna population (Egyptian Nubia, 3rd—5t
cent. A. D.) in comparison with preceding and contemporary
Nubian samples. J. H. Harris examined by tracing, (.hgltlzmg
and scanning hundreds of skulls from the Nul.)lan site Gebel
Adda dated from 200 through 1 700 A. D. He did not find any
differences between chronological stages, the morphology
being stabile and homogenous. _

Further papers with anthropological contents were
dispersed into various other sections. In the archaeological
section on October 30, as complement of the paper by L. Bare§
(Prague), reporting a Middle Kingdom burial at the 5th dynasty
necropolis of Abusir, E. Strouhal delt with physical features
of the deceased, a male called Khuyankh, who suffered vfrxth.
tuberculosis of his spine. In the section on museurm collections
on October 31, R. Grilleto (Torino) demonstrated a burial
in a basket, containing the skeleton of a 35 year old female
with a renal calculus. In the Graeco-Roman section on Noyem-
ber 2, A. and Ch. Macke (Hem, France) presented preliminary
results of their investigations of a series of skulls from the
Valley of Queens near Luxor. The material showed a greater
variability than the standart Giza E series, most probabl){ —
in the reviewer’s opinion — because of its great chronological
range from XXth dynasty through to the 3rd cent. A. D.
Morphologically the series ressembled mostly to the Ptole-
maic-Roman sample from Dendera.

The remaining papers connected with anthropology were
part of the section on Ancient Egyptian Medicine on No-
vember 3. H. Strandberg (Helsinki) discussed the use of mummy
powder in Scandinavia during the 17th and 18th centuries
A. D. together with its broad therapeutic range. E. Rabino-
Massa (Torino) tried to find relationship between professions
and pathology in Ancient Egypt according to iconography
and human skeletal remains of the Marro collection in Turin.
R. Perizonius (Utrecht), quoting recent methods of ampli-
fication of the DNA by P##bo and Ehrlich, urged Egyptolo-
gists to submit to the Virology Department, University of
Amsterdam, samples of tissue suitable for studies of ancient
DNA, especial viral. Z. El-Dawakhly (Cairo) gathered icono-
graphic evidence on handicaped people and their role in the
Ancient Egyptian society. J. Josset (Lyon) reported his CT
examination and autopsy of a Ptolemaic mummy which belon-
ged to a 40 year old male. Interesting results were gained by
analysis of resin and bitumen.

Valley: of Kings near Luxor.
jaws, the authors found it mos

Eugen Strouhal

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
MEROITIC STUDIES IN KHARTOUM 1989.

This meeting, dealing with history and other aspects
of the ancient Kushitic Kingdom, was organized by the De-
partment of Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, University of Khar-
toum, from January 9 till January 14, 1989. For the first
time research workers gathered in the country, on whose
territory the ancient kingdom was located. It enabled pre-
sence of a large number of Sudanese archaeologists, historians
linguists and other specialists, in the same time, however’
many outstanding scholars from Europe or United Sta.tes’
were absent, due to the distance of Khartoum and recent
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