The second day of the conferen
mammoth hunters. B. Klima discuss
in the conditions of Paleolitic resear
site. O. Soffer reported on the p
manufacturing and basket-making
findings resulting from her coo
D.C. l;ylzlmde give proof of the exis
of fired clay found in Dolni i
possible to consider the uniquevi?;:::::y“:gtmeravlov region. It is
basket-making as the oldest evidence of misei‘“ he fnanufacturing and
The papers of M. Buiiatova and D. Sosna whosee:.t’fmque oo
the conclusions presented by the colleagu;s e So(t)fm were (o support
to experimental verification of textile production-in theclr' i
Thex.r'reconstruction of textile manufacturing wasaéers'toneAge.s'
co_ndmops as they were originally found, plant material ‘:" lcdlgut in
with a simple technique, together with the impression fas cu uyated
producsts in clay. of the finished

0. Sedo reported on the reconstructio ithi
museum exhibition in Dolni Vestonice. L?Jﬁ:gm?:g:h;&?gi :; the
the venﬁcau.o.n of experiments (the production of tools huntir‘l) lif i
naml cond1UOn§. etc.) in the shooting of a film on the li’fe of Paioli;zl'n
hunting. M. LézniCkovd spoke on the attempt of experimental productiol:
and ﬁr'mg of Paleolithic sculpture in a reconstructed kiln in Dolni
Véstonice. .P. Skrdla reported on technology dealing with stones in
Paleolithic times and experimental verification in the production of tools
E. Drozdové presented the possibility of using experiments in (he:
anthropological study of human tooth fragments (Mesolithic, Ceské Lipa).

The current theme of reconstruction and modelling of both long-
standing human activity and creation, of which to date only traces or
indiscernable remnants remain, has aims which are partly for scholarly
ends and partly for arousing public interest. In the experimental
reconstruction of past events it is possible to become aware of different

relationships and circumstances in the process of sourcing the most
wide-ranging artefacts and subsequently to follow their reflection in
anthropological situations, which enables not only the testing of
theoretical hypotheses, but also, to no lesser degree, the presentation of
science to the public.

This conference, whose theme of reconstruction and experiments in
the field of archaeology and anthropology contributed to the exchange
of knowledge and experience gained as well as to the discussion of
results accessible to scholars in these fields, again proved that experiment
makes it possible to verify the results of theoretical work.
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bers meeting of the Paleopathology Association
e i 1 celebrating the 650th

was included within the scope of activities

i of Charles University in Prague. Since its establishmcn.t in
T;;l;? l'tshaxrsy scientific group has organized every year alt.emann‘g
conferences either in the USA, where most of its members lxve', or {n
Europe. This year's European meeting was the first one to be realxz.ed in
a former socialist country; its organizers were the Institute for the_ History
of Medicine, First Medical Faculty, CU Prague gnd Lpe Institute f°"
Histology and Embryology, Medical Fac_ul.ty CU Pilsen, in co-operation
with the Czech Anthropological Association, Prague, $e ISoc!ety fo;
the History of Science and Technology, Prague,Bz:;g. ,A:-n ::;t;lt: f7

dical Faculty, Masaryk University, Brn ‘
ggzgy&xjinal Organizin ee there were its President Prof.

Sl ident Prof. MUD
. PhDr. Eugen Strouhal, DrSc., the Vice-President Prof. I,
MRNUDDrrJ Slipka, DgrSc., and the General Secretary RNDr. A. Némeél.covﬁ,
CSc The Meeting was high patronage of the President

held under the
of Charles University Prof. JUDr. Karel Maly, DrSc., the Dean of the
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gg;"::dt;c:ﬁ;cm of CU Assoc. Prof. MUD. P: Hach, CSc., and the
Kreuzberg, CSc If:v::;:lr;ylld CU in Pilsen Assoc. Prof. MUDr. B.
Scientific Committee. y supported by a 27 member International
looll(\::r:dir:d u?"u"c participants together with 30 accompanying persons
N Countreie:‘“&:ng[} Sczm(ljng from 19 European countries and 4
of 36 participants fron: former am‘i?" Egypt and Jordan. The presence
froiny the Third Woid countsi socialist countries and of 3 colleagues
! es was enabled by a generous grant from
the Bioanthropology Foundation.
Gre?:e l-;::]'l‘f;;‘e?;e was ir}nugur'atcd by a festive opening session in the
S e Carolinum in Prague on August 27, 1998. After
inaugural speeches by university authorities and the President of the
Association, Ms. Eve Cockburn, the Vice-President of the University
Prof. MUDr. J. Koutecky, DrSc., handed over jubilee and memorial
medals of Charles University to three representatives of the discipline
for their merits for the development of paleopathology. These were Prof.
D. J. Ortner (Washington), Prof. Dr. Dr. M. Schultz (Géttingen) and
Ms Eve Cockburn (Detroit). The dean of the First Medical Faculty Assoc.
Prof. MUDr. P. Hach, CSc. granted memorial medals of the Faculty to
four Czech paleopathologists — to RNDr. A. Né&metkov4, CSc., Prof.
MUDr. E. VIgek, DrSc., Prof. L. Vyhnédnek, DrSc., and Prof. MUDr.
PhDr. E. Strouhal, DrSc. Having visited the exhibition celebrating the
650th anniversary of the University and the historic halls of the
Carolinum, the participants were transported by buses to Pilsen.
Scientific sessions took place in the Safrdnek Pavilion of the local
Medical Faculty.

Paleopathology, an independent scientific discipline since the
foundation of the Association by the late Dr. Aidan Cockburn 25 years
ago, is situated in the interdisciplinary cross between archaeology,
physical anthropology and medical sciences. These disciplines provide
its study material by exhumation of skeletons or mummies of people of
past populations and furnish modern methods of natural and medical
sciences for investigation. The object of paleopathology are diseases of
past populations of humans and animals. In the Meeting, most attention
was concentrated on infectious diseases, which were the theme of 22
oral and poster communications, followed by varia (19). Further
presentations concerned populational paleopathology (12), disorders
of metabolism (10), traumatic changes (9), tumours (9), degenerative —
productive processes (6) and congenital disorders (6). Together there
were 46 oral communications and 47 posters, in sum 93 presentations.
Moreover, A. Németkové with collaborators prepared a methodological
workshop on light and scanning electron microscopy of tumours and
an international exhibition of interesting paleopathological specimens
from Bohemian, Moravian, Austrian, Italian and Catalonian sites was
organized.

The social programme of the participants was enriched by an
excursion to the town of Klatovy (south-western Bohemia), where they
could inspect the famous mummies and main historical monuments.
They were received by the Mayor and at the local Town-Hall they were

offered a festive dinner.

Eugen Strouhal

11th CONGRESS OF THE EUROPEAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL
ASSOCIATION IN JENA (GERMANY) 1998

The Institute of Human Genetics and Anthropology of the Friedrich-
Schiller-University in Jena under the guidance of its Director Prof. Dr.
Herbert Bach, supported by an efficient team of collaborators, organized
splendidly this important scientific meeting on the premises of the 440
year old university of Jena (Thuringia) from 30th August to 3rd
September 1998 as the first European Congress taking place in Germany.
It was attended by 228 participants from most countries of Europe and
by several ones from overseas.
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