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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF JAN JELINEK

ABSTRACT: In honour of the 15th anniversary of Jan Jelinek's death, it was decided to commemorate this event by
publishing an exhaustive bibliography of his work. The list contains 678 items, 273 of which are original scientific
works (the remainder is news and reviews). However, there still remains some references that could not be completed
and verified. It is also possible that some of Jelinek's publications have not been found because of a lack of

documentation.
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INTRODUCTION

This year, it will be 15 years since the passing of Jan
Jelinek, one of the greatest Czech (and world)
anthropologists, a founding member of the European
Anthropology Association and also its president from
1980-1983, president of ICOM (International Council
of Museums) from 1971-1977, the director of the
Moravian Museum from 1958-1969, and a founder,
guru and long-time director of its Anthropos Institute.
There has never been a complete bibliography of his
works, even by Jan Jelinek himself. The aim of this
article is, therefore, to make an attempt to publish his
bibliography as completely as possible, compiling all
the information I was able to obtain.

Jan Jelinek also prepared or collaborated on
permanent expositions, many exhibitions and

installations, especially in Anthropos Pavilion. Making
a list of them goes beyond the aim of this article, for
further details please see Kostrhun (2016).

Because I joined the Anthropos Institute in August
2004, just two months before Jelinek's death, I wasn't
lucky enough to get to know him personally. Hence the
following chapter presents only a brief outline of his
fruitful professional life.

A brief summary of Jan Jelinek's professional life
and career

Jan Jelinek was born on 6" February 1926 in Brno,
Czechoslovakia. In 1949, he graduated from Masaryk
University in Anthropology, while in the previous year,
in 1948, he joined the Moravian Museum as a researcher
(Dockalova 2004, Jelinek 1987). After graduation, he
spent two years taking special courses of human anatomy
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at the Faculty of Medicine and completed his post-
gradual studies in archaeology and ethnography at the
Faculty of Philosophy in Brno (Brazek 2016, Novotny
1986). In 1950, he became the head of the Department
of Diluvium at the Moravian Museum and in the
following years he reorganised it into the new Anthropos
Institute, based on an earlier idea of Professor Karel
Absolon. Eight years later, at the age of 32, Jan Jelinek
was appointed a director of the whole Moravian
Museum. Shortly after, he initiated a new monographic
series Anthropos and re-started Anthropologie, a scientific
journal founded by Jindrich Matiegka, which has been
published in Prague from 1923 to 1941. As an Editor-in-
chief, Jan Jelinek worked for Anthropologie for 23 years
(Oliva 2004). At the same time, in 1958-1962, a long-
term effort to build the Anthropos Pavilion was
completed, at the time, a unique museum in Europe.
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In 1963, Jan Jelinek initiated the establishment of
the external Department of Muscology at the Faculty
of Philosophy in Brno, which became one of the first
such institutions in Europe (PospiSilova 2006). In the
early 1960s, his museological activities got him
involved in ICOM (International Council of
Museums), and in 1971-1977 he was its president
(Dockalova 2004). From that time, the Moravian
Museum was recognized as one of the premier research
institutions in Europe (Frayer 2005).

Jelinek's professional work was focused on three
main fields: Palaeoanthropology, Palaeolithic,
Neolithic and Bronze Age populations, and rock art.
He organised numerous expeditions, mainly oriented
to the last hunter-gatherer societies. In addition to
anthropological research, museological activities and
management, he organised international congresses,

FIGURE 1. Jan Jelinek (sitting) while filming one of many popularising and documentary films. Archive Anthropos Institute.

150



Bibliography of Jan Jelinek

lectured at universities (and also for the public), and
took part in a wide range of various popularisation
activities. He was a member of the editorial board of
several journals. He spoke several languages, was an
excellent narrator who could always inspire the
listeners (Brazek 2016).

In recognition of his work in anthropology, Jan
Jelinek was elected president of the Czechoslovak
Anthropological Society in 1973 (Dockalova 2004). He
was a founding member and in 1981-84 also
a president of the European Anthropological
Association (Dockalova, Frayer 2005). Till 1986, he
was a head of Anthropos Institute, and in 1991 he was
appointed Professor of Anthropology at Masaryk
University in Brno. Until 2002, he acted as a scientific
advisor in Moravian Museum.

Jan Jelinek passed away on 3™ October 2004, at the
age of 78, after a long and painful period of fight
against a multiple myeloma. Even in his final days, he
was happy to be alive and worked daily on his last book
(Frayer 2005). His spirit, however, remains with us.

METHODS

The range of Jelinek's very extensive scientific work
is reflected by his incredibly numerous publications. To
obtain as much information on them as possible, the
following procedure was chosen: the first step was to
assemble all the available lists of Jelinek's publications,
then each of the item underwent a verification process,
which was conditional upon either the physical or on-
line existence of the respective publication, or at least
a secondary reference cited in another publication.
Simultaneously, a search for any unlisted publications
was performed.

During this, a few problems arose that had to be
faced. Of course, there are a couple of lists made by
Jan Jelinek himself, but none of them are really
complete and as it later turned out, they even contained
mistakes. Especially, news and reviews of books and
articles published anywhere else than in Anthropologie
are very difficult to collect completely, mostly because
of the lack of documentation. In addition, some of
Jelinek's monographs have been published in many
language versions (marked by letters in the list below),
and it's highly improbable that I would be able to trace
all of them. Finally, there are a couple of citations
which are not complete and therefore can not be
identified, found, or verified (such items are stated at
the end of the list below). Therefore, it is very likely

that the number of publications in this list is still not
complete at all.

For better clarity, the list is arranged by verified
publications divided into categories, and then
organised in chronological order.

CONCLUSION

Most of Jan Jelinek's active life period falls into the
pre-computer and pre-internet era, when all the letters
and manuscripts were written by hand or typewriter
and sent by post, photographs were developed in dark
rooms and books were available only in brick and
mortar libraries. In light of this, it is even more
incredible how a single person could accomplish so
much during one lifetime (although, according to Oliva
(2004), there was a hard struggle between Jelinek's
time-consuming management duties and the desire to
pursue science).

Now, we are able to confirm that Jan Jelinek
published or edited at least 678 original scientific
publications (or 273, if the news and reviews are not
counted) in total, most of them single-authored. As it
was mentioned above, it is almost sure that this number
is still not final. If you know about another publication
of Jan Jelinek, which is still not listed here, please let
me know (see contacts below). It's a challenge for me.
As the favourite life motto of Jan Jelinek says: Per
aspera ad astra.
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