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EDITORIAL

SLAVOMIL VENCL

Archaeologist doc. PhD. Slavomil Vencl, DrSc.
(October 18, 1936, Dlouha Trebova - June 23, 2019,
Prague) was an employee of the Institute of
Archaeology of the Academy of Sciences in Prague
for most of his professional career. He was one of
those Czech archaeologists whose research results
transcended the borders of our country. This is also
a reason why I welcomed the idea of Zdenka
Nerudova to dedicate one issue of the journal
Anthropologie to him. It was on the pages of this
periodical that Vencl published a summary of his
PhD dissertation in 1970, which he had defended at
Charles University in Prague three years earlier. The
paper title 'Das Spéatpalédolithikum in Bohmen' recalls
one of the great topics covered by his theoretical and
field activities. In the 1960s, Vencl, as one of the first
scholars in Central Europe, revealed and specified the
Late Palaeolithic, i.e. a period of about two thousand
years between the Magdalenian and the beginning of
the Holocene. However, he dealt with a much broader
range of topics and periods, partly inspired by his own
excavations. These chronologically span the periods
of the Middle Paleolithic, especially the Gravettian
and the Magdalenian, the Late Palaeolithic, the
Mesolithic and often also later periods. The
systematic excavation at Hostim near Beroun in
Central Bohemia stands out, with a documented
ground plan layout of a tent-like dwelling and a broad
range of finds, including so called art (a monograph
published in 1995).

The most noticeable features of Vencl's work were
an effort to look at problems from several different
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FIGURE 1. S. Vencl a A. N. Rogaceyv in front of the profile
of the brickyard in Dolni Véstonice, Early 1960s.
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FIGURE 2. S. Vencl in Bylany by Kutna Hora, 1982.
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points of view and a broader chronological and spatial
perspective. Although he preferred multidisciplinary
cooperation, he primarily understood archaeology as
a human science. He became author of numerous
studies from the area of 'archaeology of the unfound,'
which are still being read and cited not only in Czech
archaeology. This is a series of seemingly thematically
incoherent but concise and elaborate texts. Their main
lead is the idea that 'absence of evidence does not
prove non-existence of phenomena.' He also dealt with
methodology, the future development of archaeology,
and the history of the discipline.

In addition to archaeology, Vencl's scope of interest
also included small graphic art. His collection
consisting of thousands of artworks reflects the
systematic nature and sophistication of the collector,
but especially his erudition in the field of art history.
The riches of this segment of visual arts are mediated,
among other things, by four extensive monographs
written by him.

The broad scope of Vencl's activities might be the
reason why he was not able to process material from

FIGURE 3. Expert commission on Epigravettian site Stadice, 6. 10. 1987. From the left J. Barta, J. Fridrich, S. Vencl,
J. Tyracek, K. Sklenaf, J. Kovanda, M. Oliva, L. Seitl. Photo K. Valoch.
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FIGURE 4. S. Vencl during the documentation on his

excavation in Brtniky on the Czech-Saxon border, Summer
1994.

IN MEMORIAM

ey FIGURE 5. In memoriam Slavomil Vencl. Graphics
ze (colored drypoint) by J. Daj¢, 2019.
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all his excavations. However, its future publication,
which is currently being prepared by Vencl's
colleagues and pupils, is facilitated by his meticulous
documentation. The undiminishing quality of his
papers was guaranteed by his incessant interest in
new archaeological literature and field research. He
only cautiously changed his opinions and his
attitudes were rather consistent (e.g. on the questions
of the neolithisation of Central Europe). Despite
health limitations, he actively worked until his last
days.

The strong generation of archaeologists studying
during the first postwar decades is disappearing,
including the circle of Vencl's generational peers.
Slavomil Vencl remains a very diligent, educated,
honest and reliable man in our memories. After
overcoming a certain distance, he was friendly and
caring for others. He left his mark in Czech, or
rather Central European archaeology. This is also
reflected in the attached, thematically structured
selected bibliography and an overview of his
excavations.

In this issue of the journal Anthropologie, we
collected a total of 8 contributions by 13 authors.
Some of the contributors were Vencl's fellow workers,
colleagues, or students, others submitted their texts
independently. Most contributions pertain to
professional subjects familiar to Slavomil Vencl,
either from a regional or thematic perspective (the
Late Paleolithic, the Neolithic, polished stone
industry, Neolithic mines at Sdzava, the Pfibram
region, the surroundings of Komortanské jezero Lake,
etc.).

Jan Eigner

SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY

S. Vencl is the author and co-author of almost 300
scientific articles and 6 monographies. We list a selection
which is structured in 5 thematic areas. His complete
bibliography until the year 2019 is published in
Archeologické rozhledy (nr. 49: 168-175, 59: 159-160,
69: 308-309, 71: 688). Selection of Vencl's publications
about fine arts is listed in the appendix.

Palaeolithic and Mesolithic

VENCL S., 1964: Pokus o klasifikaci pozdné glacialnich
a staroholocénnich osidleni okoli Rezabince / Ein Versuch
iiber die Klassifizierung der spitglazialen und altholozdnen
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Siedlungen in der Umgebung Rezabinec. Pamdtky archeologické
55:233-245.
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Archeologické rozhledy 18: 309-340.
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Anthropologie 8, 1: 3-68.
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rozhledy 23: 649-668.
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Archeologické rozhledy 29: 3-44, 115-117.
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115.

VENCL S., 1978: Stopy nejstarsi lidské prace ve vychodnich
Cechéch. Hradec Kralové.

VENCL S., 1979: Le paléolithique tardif en Tchécoslovaquie.
In: La fin des temps glaciaires en Europe. Chronostratigraphie
et écologie des cultures du Paléolithique final. Colloque
international du CNRS N° 271. Pp: 847-858, Paris.

VENCL S., 1981: On containers in the Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic. In: Verdffentlichungen des Museums fiir Ur- und
Friihgeschichte Potsdam 14/15. Pp: 309-314, Berlin.

VENCL 8. 1982: K otazce zaniku sbéraésko-loveckych kultur.
Problematika vztahti mesolitu vii¢i neolitu a postmesoli-
tickych kofistnikd vi¢i mlad§im pravé€kym kulturdm / Zur
Frage des Untergangs von Jagd- und Sammlerkulturen. Die
Problematik der Beziehungen des Mesolithikums zum
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Sammlergruppen zu zeitgenossischen Landwirtschaft- und
Zichterkulturen. Archeologické rozhledy 34: 648-694.

VENCL S., 1982: Starsi a stiedni doba kamenna - paleolit
a mezolit. In: Praehistorica 9, Nastin evropského pravéku.
Pp: 30-47, 155, 161-166, Praha.
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VENCL S., SAFAR F., 1982: Pozdné paleoliticka stanice
z Chocné, okr. Usti nad Orlici / Late Palaeolithic site at
Chocen, district of Usti nad Orlici. Archeologické rozhledy
34:467-479, 579.

VENCL S., 1986: The role of hunting-gathering populations in
the transition to farming: a Central-European perspective. In:
M. Zvelebil (Ed.): Hunters in transition. Pp: 43-51, Cambridge.

VENCL 8S., 1987: The Late Palaeolithic in Bohemia. In: J. M.
Burdukiewicz, M. Kobusiewicz (Eds.): The Late Glacial in
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VENCL S., 1988: Pozdn¢ paleolitické osidleni v Plzni / Late
Palaeolithic site in Plzen. Archeologické rozhledy 40, 3-43.
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surovin mezolitu / Zum gegenwartigen Stand der Erkundung
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FRIDRICH J., VENCL S., 1994: Investigations into the
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53: 675-68]1.
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vzkumy v jiznich Cechdch 17: 9-23.

VENCL S., 2006: Hrubotvaré slozky inventait kultur mladého
paleolitu az mezolitu v Cechach / Macrolithic components
of the Upper Palaeolithic, Late Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
in Bohemia. In: R. Sedlacek, J. Sigl, S. Vencl (Eds.): Vita
archaeologica. Shornik Vita Vokolka. Pp: 359-363, Hradec
Kralové - Pardubice.

VENCL S. (Ed.) et al. 2006 (et J. Frohlich, 1. Horacek,
J. Michalek, P. Pokorny, A. Prichystal): Nejstarsi osidleni
jiznich Cech. Paleolit a mesolit / The earliest settlement of
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Cech 2. Paleolit a mezolit. Archeologicky ustav AV CR,
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VENCL S., 2009: The Mesolithic and Neolithic in Bohemia.
In: J. Burdukiewicz et al. (Eds.), Understanding the Past:
papers offered to Stefan K. Koztowski. Pp: 405-410, Warsaw.

VALOCH K., VENCL 8., 2010: Stone axe: surprise or not in
the Middle Palaeolithic? In: J. M. Burdukiewicz,
A. Wisniewski (Eds.): Middle Palaeolithic human activity and
palaeoecology: new discoveries and ideas. Pp: 255-267,
Wroctaw.

VENCL S. (ed.), FRIDRICH J., VALOCH K., 2013: The
Prehistory of Bohemia 1. The Palaeolithic and Mesolithic.
Archeologicky tistav AV CR, Praha.

VENCL 8., 2019: K problémtim interpretaci vztaht lokalniho
mezolitu s neolitem / Problems of interpretation of the
Mesolithic/Neolithic relations. Archeologie ve strednich
Cechdch 23: 769-783.

EIGNER J., LICKA M., PRICHYSTAL A., VENCL S., ZAK
K., 2020: Vyzkum gravettského a neolitického sidlisté
v Revnicich, okr. Praha-zapad / The excavation of
a Gravettian and Neolithic settlement at Revnice, Prague-
West District. Archeologie ve stiednich Cechdch 24, 1: 33-63.

OLIVA M., VENCL S., 2021: Pozdnéglacialni osidleni u Stadic
v severozapadnich Cechach / Late Epigravettian Site near
Stadice in Northwest Bohemia. Pamdtky archeologické 112:
5-170.

Neolithic and Eneolithic

VENCL S., 1959: Spondylové §perky v podunajském neolitu /
Parure en Spondylus dans le néolithique danubien.
Archeologické rozhledy 11: 678-680, 699-715, 717-742.

VENCL S., 1960: Kamenné nastroje prvnich zemédélct ve
stfedni Evropé / Les instruments lithiques des premiers
agriculteurs en Europe centrale. Shornik Ndrodniho muzea
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Erkennung der ostbéhmischen Gruppe des Sarka-Typus der
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MAIN PALAEOLITHIC AND MESOLITHIC
EXCAVATED SITES

Brtniky (Dé&¢in district), Mesolithic rockshelter-site, rescue
excavation 1994; unpublished.

Hostim (Beroun district), Magdalenian site,
systematically 1963-1969; Vencl 1995.

Hradsko (M¢Inik district), Early Upper Palaeolithic site, part
of the excavation of the Early Medieval hillfort 1971-1973;
Vencl 1977.

Hfibojedy (Trutnov district), Mesolithic site, trenches 1978;
Vencl 1991.

Lubna (Rakovnik district), Gravettian sites 111 a IV, rescue
excavation (site III) and trenches (site IV) 1961; only
preliminary published (e.g. Venc/ 2013: 85 with refs.)

Ostroméf (Ji¢in district), Late Palaeolithic site, trenches 1964;
Vencl 1966.

Plzen-Roudna (Plzen district), Late Palaeolithic site, rescue
excavation 1978; Vencl 1988.

Praha-Dablice, Ladvi Hill, Middle Palaeolithic site with younger
settlement, rescue and test excavation 1973; e.g. Vencl -
Valoch 2001.

Putim, Lhota u Kestran (Pisek district), Late Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic settlement around RezZabinec pond, rescue
excavation and trenches 1963; e.g. Vencl 1964.

Radim (Kolin district), Middle Palaeolithic site, intensive field
survey 1964-1989; unpublished.

Stadice (Usti nad Labem district), rescue excavation 1987; Oliva
- Vencl 2021.

Tetin, Martina Cave (Beroun district), polycultural prehistoric
settlement, rescue and systematic excavation 1975-1976,
1978, 1982; Vencl 2009.

Voletiny (Trutnov district), Late Palaeolithic site, trenches 1976;
Vencl 1978.

Zadni Treban (Beroun district), Middle Palaeolithic site,
intensive field survey 1970-1985; unpublished.

excavated
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